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Synopsis

Jody Baxter, his father, Penny, and his mother, Ot @ an island of high good
land surrounded by the Florida scrub. It is a nfegg @ ence, often filled with hard-

ship, but the Baxters get by on what they haveqo8g afid his father have a special rela-
‘;d }e

tionship, sharing a common love of naggre simple pleasures of life. Penny is
indulgent, allowing Jody to “kick yp hi

Penny thinks, “he’ll not even care to.

In contrast to the quiet peaceful fives of th @their neares ighbors,
the Forresters, are loud, ar um@e, and prone x troublemake@ finds
their zest for life and thei\ easy ways wig. But gela c®veen the
Baxters and the Forres c%trained wh and Jo l\ ¢ in a fight
tver Hutto, a fric f the fami]:&

O%s are mis&Penny and Jodgverre into the scrub to

search for the e®ing th th‘ By Nyers are rg@ n the hunt Penny is

bitten by a ake and ne % hile heYigs ing from the snake bite,

to take in a moWMerless fawn a & as a pet. Ora protests, but

nny. Jody n%the fawn Fla & e deer becomes Jody’s constant
companiOft. Q *

Flag also bec ain souE s joy when hardship strikes. A long

while he can. “The day’ll come,”

between Lem Forres

storm floods th illing much ildlife and destroying the Baxter’s crops.
The animals that 't die from the re soon taken by a plague. As a result, hun-
| the Baxter’s heifer calf.

the Forresters to rid the scrub of the menace of
unt, the party comes upon a group of bear cubs.

gry wolves prowl the scrub and

Jody and Penny tea
the wolves. During a succ
Thinking quickly, Penny arranges that the cubs be captured live and sold. The money
from the resulting sale, and the birth of a new heifer calf, promise a joyful Christmas
for the family. The Baxters make plans to go to Volusia for a community Christmas
celebration and stay with the Huttos.

But disaster strikes once again. Old Slewfoot, a marauding black bear, returns
to the Baxter farm and kills the new calf. Penny becomes obsessed with killing the
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bear. Penny and Jody, caught up in the hunt, almost miss the celebration, and arrive
in Volusia on Christmas Eve. But the celebration at Volusia turns to horror when the
Forresters seek revenge on Oliver Hutto. The rift between the Baxters and the
Forresters widens.

In the spring, during planting, Penny strains himself removing a stump. He is
bedridden, and Jody must take over much of the work. But Flag, now nearly grown,
begins eating the young green shoots as fast as the @d}f tries in vain to keep

the deer from the crops, but Penny recognizes wh done if the family is to

have any crops at all in the coming year. It it Jody feels betrayed by his
father.

The Yearling is a story about a ialNglag®nship between a father and a son,
covering a year in the life of an adoldfce o 1s “betwixt and between,” no longer a
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Chapters 1-4

Vocabulary: 6

Choose the vocabulary word from the word b N comes closest in meaning to the
Né()}

underlined word or phrase in each SCI@
sorties dlSC @
milch \ t @

beneficience

ou will not use all the words.

L 4

bol
b
Xter

L. ght 1t could make soup.
2. when it w o&eteh the stick.
3. Although thg clumsy guest ha red wine on him, the butler remained

the very mod

of elegan‘
4. The coin was not pur but rather an alloy of silver and other metals.

5. In his retirement years, Uncle Ed became habitually lazy, preferring to mow the
lawn only when the grass was taller than the dog,.

10 © 1995 Progeny Press
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6. In the morning sun, the dark trunks of the pine trees glistened with dew.

7. When Casey accidentally left the gate open, the milk cow got loose and walked
though the neighbors’ vegetable garden.

8. Because the ground was still soft and muddy eJain, Terry wore his
heavy work shoes on the hike.

9. Ursula had always been a close fri @\esters since they were in
grammar school together. < b
@ne P. Frank
descendants gatheref\ ks family re
11. The soldiers besiced 11 the castle ma@egm attacks\ surrounding

10. On the two hundredth angijversary of the b1r 0 f his

army. | K
Setti @ &O
set deep in heart of the Flok&b To help her readers get a feel
for the #n, the au much atte scribing the vegetation. Listed
below are some of t d plan ns Look up each in a dictionary or
encyclopedia. al sketch i r w1th colored pencils of what each of

the following plan¥looks hke

loblolly pj live oak magnolia
red ba saw grass ti-ti
palmetto sweet gum blackjack pine

In what year do you think 7he Yearling is set? Give some examples from the reading to
back up your answer.

© 1995 Progeny Press 11
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Dialect:

A dialect is a regional variation of language. An author often will write dialogue in

dialect so that readers can get a sense of how the characters sound. In 7he Yearling, the
spelling and grammar of the dialogue reflects the dialect of backwoods Florida at the
time of the story.

Using standard spelling and grammar rules, rew, @he sentences below that

were spoken by characters in The Yearling. t
Example: “Goin’ to Grahamsville allus d e hongry.”

*

“Going to Grahamsville aIw S me hungry.”

“...twan’t mine and I would@ted to die i; it on me.’
“Iffen you'll learn yo 0 ork you'll t% all over Q

“I’'m o’ no @;ground W& fast.” 0\

%@omed as s t bear.” Q

“I’'m fearful,

@ the pore Q@r’re the scapers gits the worst of it.”
“You shore kit figger Wh(&f@ Il do.”
“You belong to ﬁgger.Qld creetur’s quicker'n a man and a heap stronger.”

“Don't go gittin’ faintified on me.”

12 © 1995 Progeny Press
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Questions:

1. Write a short description of each of the characters listed below.

Jody Baxter—

Penny Baxter— 66
0\

Ora Baxter— 00
2. Although we will be ntr to the Forr x@n the novel@\ave
we learned already a orresters an%ﬂer fan@ly’s@ toward

3. %t ¢ most im tzﬁments of r ng is the relationship between

d his fat e thlS rel

b\

4. What was Jody supp@\we doing on the day the story begins? Where does

he go instead?

© 1995 Progeny Press 13
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How does Penny react to Jody’s “ramblin’”? Why does Penny allow Jody such
freedom?

Jody “with something of detachment™ &

Why had Penny chosen tgsigise a famlly in t}@the FlondQ

instead of a more po\ @

Describe the relationship between Jody and h§ Why does Ora accept

What@ A sow? K@e loss of tﬁ sow mean for the

What happenéd when P y tried to shoot Slewfoot? How did the new dog
perform in the huntP

What does Penny’s concern for Julia tell you about Penny?

14 © 1995 Progeny Press
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Analysis:
11. Penny tells Jody,

“A creetur that kills and eats what he needs, why, he’s jest like the
rest of us, makin’ out the best he kin. But an animal, or a person

either, that'll do harm jest to be a—doin’—@ok in a bear’s face

and you'll see he’s got no remorse.”
L 2

Later, how does Penny compare the F@ to bears?
12.  Penny tells Jody, \@ ®\ . OQ

i othin’ to [ani@ nor a ma How’s a
the land¥ mine and paid fgr? s a bear to
in ¢ All he knows

in’ o s for m
% the author %about animal&&r?

%O 6\6

13.  What law of nature d y explain to Jody near the end of Chapter 4?
Considering this la ave Slewfoot’s actions angered Penny?

© 1995 Progeny Press 15
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Dig Deeper:

14. Read Genesis 1:26-30, Genesis 9:1-3, and Psalm 8:3-8. According to these
verses, what is mankind’s place in the natural order?

Q)

15. Does the natural law that Penny explams C ply to humans? Explain
your answer. In what way might it apply als only?

Optional Exercises: @ ¢ O
1. Sketch and la ts of am Zle—@\g rifle. %uzzle—loaders
fall out of \Why> at must be done oadpnd fire a muzzle-
loader’

2. Consigder the namethNg dmg bear: Old Slewfoot.
Research so -
similarities? D

would be ¥e putPose of this p @

OK

names given to Satan. Are there

¢ to draw a parallel? If so, what

16 © 1995 Progeny Press



The Yearling Study Guide

Questions:
1. Penny and Jody marvel at the uniqueness of the albino raccoon. Ora is simply happy that it will no longer be stealing
food. Ora is practical and not given to appreciation of the wonders of nature as Penny and Jody are. Ora actually seems
to follow Penny’s natural law—kill or go hungry—more than Penny or Jody do.

2. To Penny it is a hardship. He wishes he could afford to have a well dug. Penny himself goes to the sink-hole for
water, as if in apology for moving his family to such a dry location.

3. The mood of these chapters is peaceful with pleasant descriptions of nature as if Rawlings is using this section to show
her readers why it was that Penny moved to the scrub. The descriptions of the sink-hole, the fishing trip, and the dance
of the whooping cranes help set this mood. The sink-hole is described as “a g W npped garden, feathered with green
leaves, cool and moist and, always, mysterious. . . . a lush green heart.’ h@Opilile cranes are described as “washed
with gold,” and “whiter than any clouds.” Penny and Jody sit quie iMW8® ‘They had seen a thing that was
unearthly. They were in a trance from the strong spell of its beaut{®’

Dig Deeper:
4. Answers will vary. These verses mention that Jesus withdrew % es to pray. Being alone gives us a chance to be
ay

with ourselves—to get to know ourselves and think. It a e ractions and gives us time to speak with God.

d in it.

5. One of the benefits of spending time in nature is r
ath®r’s teaching, but he may also be thinking of Ora. The

6. In this quotation, Penny was probably thinkin,

James passage tells us we are capable of both evil an that we must s to put down the evil. The Romans

passage says that our old physical, sinful side holds to sin, But the spiriculhsid nfife by Christ, yea good.

7. The Forresters, like all humans, are capa oth good and evil. Jody en the wild and4ffiee anf@ygnjoyable
part of the Forresters—the good part€Qra ut the Forrester, -hearted, but ] yet seen that
part of them. TS

8. Our actions should be done wigfi@uelly wisdom. Accordif® to verses, we shoul@le d life, do good
deeds in humility that comes from i n%heaven. This wis &re; then peace-loving,
considerate, submissive, full d impagrtial andygificere.”

9. Jody imagines himself, bn ki water trough in the sin ny compares himself to the
fish, “helpless in a wor ce cauing, [0 figgers the sa g
cranes, Jody “found i i *e o % ngs lifted.”
bx nimal-like, or instinctive behavior,
p

zeWvith animals in their position as care-

Vocabulary:
1.d;2.j;3.a;4. h; 5
Questions:

1. Jody means that he wa

omething that will nee8gnd #ly on him. Answers will vary.

2. The river was the main nic¢thod of travel f8m the heart of the scrub to larger settlements and cities. For Jody, who
had known only the scrub, the river is the pa¥ivay to the unknown and mysterious—places that exist only in stories.

3. Jody sees Eulalie Boyles and, becau teased him earlier, Jody is flooded with hate and throws a potato at
her. Penny reprimands him sharply.

4. Jody’s reaction was a knee-jerk respont ¢ reacted instinctively, like an animal.

5. Answers will vary. To Jody, it is the wilderness surroundings and the presence of wild animals that makes Baxter’s
Island better.

6. Jody likes the Forresters, but Oliver is his friend. Jody feels he must side with one or the other. He also can’t decide
who is right because he doesn’t understand the argument.

7. Penny has a strong sense of right and wrong. He does not seem to care what the fight is about, his only concern is to
stop the three-on-one fight. Jody is concerned about having the Forresters as enemies: “Pa, you said no man couldn’t
live on Baxter’s Island without the Forresters was his friends.”

8. Jody resents Oliver because “something of Oliver that had belonged to him, and to Grandma, had been taken away
and given to the yellow-headed girl who wrung her hands over the fighting.”
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