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Synopsis

Screwtape, an undersecretary in the Lowerarchy of J& @\ndertaken the guidance
and tutelage of his nephew Wormwood, who $gs @ xssigned a human patient to
secure for eternity. In a series of letters, Scre Xu des the young demon through

oibles of human beings, and the
gh this certainly complicates things,

the finer points of temptation, the we
disaster of his patient becoming a C
the two infernal beings won't let it st

From this very skewed perspective, C. S. Le i o human n reveal-
ing some interesting, and go w@ embarrassi 1es Touch@every—
thing from sleeplessness to urdity” of ve for crewtape

gh the \ olds up to
humanity is warped ed it is still pai revealing. parody mask a
very serious anal a®makes h€§nans tick; and thqughYg may make readers
smile, it will a !2 ke s Squll' pe plcksv in our facades.

%O

imparts his wicked wi :
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Preface, Epigraphs, and Letters 1-4

66

Vocabulary: .
Choose the best definition given for each unde Word below. Consider the word’s
context (surrounding material) when ur answer.

1. [H]undreds of these adult conv e bee rec after a brief sojourn in
the Enemy’s camp and ar w with us. < S
departure \ @ O
temporary 6 \

arrival 0\
tour \ o
s\v ¢
2. % the wordNlde uses®@with His i A)ve of degrading the whole
Spirit

oo oo

world b l halsons Wi

o-legged animals.

invetera

a. habitua
b. curious
c. temporary
d

. eternal

liaisons:

a. connections
b. experiments
c. lmprovements
d

. communications
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. his attention is therefore chiefly turned at present to the states of his own
mind—or rather to that very expurgated version of them which is all you
should allow him to see.

blemished

censored

detailed @
untruthful \

Aggravate that most useful hum h ctefistic, the horror and neglect of the

a0 oo

obvious.

a. weaken \@

b. punish @

c. illuminate O
d. intensify Q 6 \

It is, no (@)S&b his pray Qother, but we have
mean rmg the ocuous. \
erous \K
ective O \6
acceptai 6

I have had patients c@ so well in hand that they could be turned at a

oo oo

moment’s notice fro ssioned prayer for a wife’s or son’s “soul” to beating
or insulting the real wite or son without a qualm.

a. motivation
b. misgiving
c. temper
d. thought
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7. Issheatall... piqued that he should have learned from others, and so late,

what she considers she gave him such good opportunity of learning in child-

hood?

excited

saddened
confused @
angered
'@f the Enemy as He appeared dur-
ncarnation: there will be vaguer—

es associa ith the other two Persons

Ao oo

8. There will be images derived fro
ing the discreditable episode
perhaps quite savage and pueri

[of the Trinity].

@ NS
=4 \\}\0

xo &

a. slanderous

a. mature 6
b. juveng \
c. ruthles
d. rash
© 2001 Progeny Press 17
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Questions About the Preface:

1.

3. Apart fr rismilitude, w motivesqi
the epfSt pproachk k?

According to C. S. Lewis, what two mistaken beliefs about devils can human
beings hold? What do you see as the dangers inherent in each view? What is
your belief about the literal existence or non-existence of devils? Why do you

believe as you do?
Q\i }

The Screwtape Letters is an epist 7 at is, a novel told in the form of
letters. Authors use this style t@ creacyerisimilitude—to make it look as real
and true as possible. What detaMging#ie Preface Lewis to create verisimili-
tude?

Q %O

Qhave had for using
0\

that Screwtape rator through whom we “hear” the

book—is unrcliable. Whagdoes Lewis’s evaluation of Screwtape have in com-

mon with Jesus’ worg(@ the devil in John 8:44? Why would Lewis tell us

Lewis tells

that the voice throu h'he is speaking is unreliable?

18 © 2001 Progeny Press
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Epigraphs:
5. An epigraph is a quotation put at the beginning of a piece of literature that sets
a tone or introduces a theme. What do the epigraphs from Martin Luther
(1483-1546) and Sir Thomas More (1478-1535) suggest about 7he Screwtape

Letters?
Q\i }
Parody: 0
A parody imitates something else, usullly fogatirical eff ften parody is for comic
v

effect—sometimes to make fun of, but often to ha ). An exam f comic
nd the Fib froy eP Space,
er, may se ‘q , style, or

parody might be a Veggie ale@on like Larr,
or to bring

sight or p to the o
)

subject of another wor
insight to the new wi

6. What iy items fro C'@\O Christa
- e%s? Addtoy you read {
O’\' ’\é\'

7. ThroughoutN{be Screwrape Letéwis presents Hell—and its representatives,
including Screwtape—aseparody of Heaven. Why do you think Lewis pres-
ents Hell in this semi iclyway, rather than with more traditional images of
“fire and brimstone” serious theological claim about Hell might Lewis
be making through his use of parody?

oy'do you see parodied

he book.
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Questions About Letters 1-4:

What is the relationship between Screwtape and Wormwood?

Why does Screwtape refer to the man Wh bJect of Wormwood’s letters

as “the patient™?
How would you riZe the strate@a e sugg rmwood

e ;\Qﬁ \\}

4. From Screwta? Ql of Vlevél\% Enemy”? Who is “Our Father”?

20 © 2001 Progeny Press
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Analysis:

5. The word “Wormwood” is found in Scripture, though generally not as a proper
name. In the King James Version or the New American Standard Version of the
Bible, read Jeremiah 9:15; Lamentations 3:15, 19; Amos 6:12; and Revelation
8:10, 11. What connotations does this name have (you may also wish to read
the verses in the New International Version)? Wh ou think Lewis chose it

for Screwtape’s nephew? t

6. Throughout the book, L atlnzes several 1losophle ing
Screwtape remark th take credl , or for hu
response to them. Lg for insta tape enc rmwood
to keep the patiet @ ted to materl as “the phil &\ the future.”
Based on infefn¥gs YQu can draw rom letter, what 1losophy of
materialis why does S e view it as a e devil’s cause?

%«a S

7. Screwtap ges Wormw
life.” What s Screwtap me

\%ep his patient’s attention fixed on “real
f “real life”?

© 2001 Progeny Press 21
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8. Though presented as fictional correspondence, 7he Screwtape Letters is a work
of apologetics—a defense of faith through rational argument—though in these
letters the Christian point of view is revealed by negative inference rather than
directly stated. Screwtape steers Wormwood away from using rational argu-
ment, however. “The trouble about argument is that it moves the whole strug-

gle onto the Enemy’s own ground.” Why does Sc@)e see argument as

problematic?
Q\i }

9. Why do you think Screwtape tells"Wormwo to@ﬂs patient fyoig reading
science? \é

S

; 2:10-18. To what is Screwtape refer-
so an advantage to Christians?

Dig
10.

22 © 2001 Progeny Press
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11. In Letter 2, Screwtape says “the Church itself” is an ally to the diabolical cause.
In what sense? Read Matthew 16:18; 1 Corinthians 12:12-27; Ephesians
1:3-14; 4:1-6; Revelation 7:9-17. Why are these texts about the nature of the

Church important?
L 2

12. How important do you think spegi rasions of the church are (e.g.,
denominations; forms and styléS of yus®¥P, etc.)? When can such things

become barriers, rather than ai§g, to rshiping ageegerving God?

2 X Q
13. In Letter antlchmax crewtape eXDE. Q

’ tient will experi-

ence? ' g to hlm, ; c God allow @ 1s to go through such
ave you face ¢ experien oer own spiritual life? What
lted> Discussfgour experiences er, especially older, Christians.
EO e’\%
14. In Letter 2, Screwta that Wormwood’s patient is not fully convinced

of his own sinfulness: has not been anything like long enough with the
Enemy to have any real humility yet. . . . At bottom, he still believes he has run
up a very favourable credit balance in the Enemy’s ledger by allowing himself to
be converted. . . .” Read Genesis 6:5; Psalm 19:12; Jeremiah 9:23, 24; 17:9;
Luke 18:9—-14; Romans 3:21-28; Ephesians 2:1-10; and 1 John 1:5-10. How

© 2001 Progeny Press 23
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do these passages speak to the issues of (1) our ability to know fully the extent
of our sin; (2) the meaning of true humility; and (3) whether or not we can, as
Screwtape puts it, “run up a very favourable credit balance” with God?

L 2 i }
In Letter 3, Screwtape implies that true N n is not a merely internal
process. Read Luke 3:7-14; Ro @and Ephesians 2:8-10. What is to
P )

be one of the results of true co your opinion, what biblical figures
ve you see e conversion in the lives

best exemplify true conversion?
of Christians you know or know about?

S o .0
Y P

apply Jd&us’ in Matth @nd Paul’s in Romans
the patient’s rdgtidhship with r? How has the behavior

How

M 0-
%n emns herﬁ: problem fo&&ow have you dealt, or might
y al, with t ?

6\6

In Letter 3, Screwtast that Wormwood’s patient has tricked himself into

praying for “an imaginary person”: his mother’s “soul,” rather than the body-
and-soul mother with whom he actually lives. Read Matthew 6:11 and James

5:13-18, and skim the book of Psalms. What do all these texts suggest about
praying for tangible needs and real people? Why do you think it is so easy to

24 © 2001 Progeny Press
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“spiritualize” our prayers, emptying them of any reference to our daily experi-
ences and concerns?

In Letter 4, Screwtape makes much of tif fa
from [a] direct perception” of God. Rea
13:8-12; and 1 John 4:12. Wha ts suggest about how we see God?

In Letter 4, Scr % b1Is his nephev\%h them to &lzfxl;e value of
i o ¥nd never let

each prayer dgcess in prducing the desired fee
them susp@§t h pends on whether

much succg ilure of that Jegd
they a ill, fresh the monfe @ you think we often judge
u our relationsBip With God by, N feel? Read 1 Kings 18 and
%'v does Elij%rience compa&&&rewtape’s statement? What
ca

o)

uman beings “do not start
33:17-23; 1 Corinthians

© 2001 Progeny Press 25
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In Letter 4, Screwtape says true, effective prayer is very difficult for us because
“humans themselves do not desire it as much as they suppose,” and so are easily
distracted, partly because we fear the “nakedness of the soul in prayer.” Do you
think this is true? Why or why not? Read Romans 8:26-27. What consolation
do you think these verses could offer a person struggling to pray?

Optional Activities: 0

1.

of Martin Luther a mas More,

Written Report: You @o research a%\re a brief rmc%z lives

€’s instructios s for the real needs

Write a Pray on your ﬁ;@preferably %&a group, write a

prayer thagf—cOgtrary to the

of real # oth oth @ rself. Youm your pastor, priest, or

s leader if y #er could b{ in upcoming service of
: %

Research/Posi In the f1 h of Letter 2, Screwtape berates

Wormwéwmg his pagft Xbecome a Christian, but then says,

‘There is nOgeed to despair; hgdgds of these adult converts have been
reclaimed after a brief so rn in the Enemy’s camp and are now with us.’
Keeping in mind Le t in the Preface that “not everything that
Screwtape says shoul‘ @ sumed to be true,” the implication is that a person
can become a Christian but then lose his or her Christianity—we can have
God’s salvation and then lose it. This is an issue that has been hotly debated
within Christianity. The two main positions can be generally described by the
terms Calvinist (Christians cannot lose salvation) and Arminian (Christians can

lose salvation). [Note that is a descriptive summary, not a full explanation.]
Write a fully researched position paper examining both sides of the question:

26 © 2001 Progeny Press
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Can a person become a true Christian and then lose his salvation? The topic is
complicated and positions are hotly defended, so feel free to seek help from
religious leaders in finding good resources. Some (certainly not all) relevant
scriptures follow:

Calvinist (Christians cannot lose salvation)eJohn 3:6; 3:16-18;
5:24; 10:28; 19:30; Romans 3:24; 4: 24; 6:23; 8:1, 9,

28-30; 11:6, 29; 1 Corlnthlans orinthians 5:21;

Ephesians 1:13, 14; 4:30; Phlhp ; Colossians 1:13, 14;
2:8-14; 3:1-4; Hebrews 5: 9 17 12:5-11; 2 Timothy
1:12; Titus 3:5; 1 Peter 1; 9 5:11, 13, 16.

Arminian (Christians carflgse s#lvation): w 7:21-23; 24:13;
Luke 8:13; Rom 11:20-23; 1 s 6:9, 10; :

Galatians 5:4¢5: Hebrews 6 1 Ti
James 2:26; 00, 11; 2:21; 3:5
into proofftextin®n argumenta Xulhng scriptures

Caveat: It is

out to pr point Wlth rd to their tr . Do not be misled
by thi i - tmg in ym*
4. atilly Project: G1V our limited VISLO& d, we often rely on mental
sions of some d g the Scripture for various
images of Go h1ch i most comfortable? Which images
surprise ich images se rnost prominent in your particular
denominati@g or faith traditio e a collage of the images of God that you

find, either using pictureg€ut from magazines or your own artwork, or write a
poem using some of Jeisgngery in a poetic prayer.

5.  Essay: In Letter 4, Screwtape quotes from Samuel Taylor Coleridge’s poem “The
Pains of Sleep,” saying “That is exactly the sort of prayer we want.” Find this
poem and read the entire thing. (You should check your local library or search
the internet for a copy of the poem.) Write a one- to two-page essay discussing
what you think the poem means and how it relates to Screwtape’s statement.

© 2001 Progeny Press 27
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3.To blind the patient to the reality that his spiritual life has grown steadily worse or to subtly aggravate a vague sense of
guilt.

Dig Deeper:

4. Screwtape says Wormwood should exploit these new friendships by postponing the patient’s realization that his faith
opposes his friends’ worldview. Once that realization does occur, however, the patient should be induced to lead “two
parallel lives’—i.c., to think and act one way among his new friends and a different way among fellow believers. He
should also encourage the patient to think he is better than both groups because he sees the “other” side of life.

5. Responses will vary.

6. Students will think of various biblical friendships based on their knowledg
Ruth and Naomi, David and Jonathan, or Jesus and the disciples. Prover8
defining characteristic of godly friendships; 22:24 advises the faithful ng
27:6 speaks of a friend who inflicts “wounds,” but only for anot/fr.
both “the world” and God. Jesus is our friend because, as he tells hi
us God.

7. Joy comes from abiding in obedience Christ’s love
through the resurrected Christ (John 16:22).

8. Screwtape is referring to the guilt we feel becaus
sin, we are claiming to be sinless; John identifies t
expect forgiveness and purification (1:9) through “Jesus Christ, the Rigfiggou e W:1) who is “the g sacrifice
for sins (2:2). Our guilt will be replaced by nce, but only through cORye

9. Screwtape says the safest road to is raflhial one—the roadfvcilo recognize we aig

Matthew 7:13, 14 teaches that the road ¢ 1on is broad (i.e., ¥a @ c

more difficult to follow). 6
Letters 13—-16

Vocabulary:

Accept reasonable resp

e Bible; possible responses include
8:24 point to faithful loyalty as a
ends with the “hot-tempered,” and
es states that we cannot be friends with

Iness versus God’s perfection. If we do not confess our
eception (1:8) wever, we confess our sin, we can

us fecters have demonstrated, Screwtape and the
00
t draw nearer to God; also, lack of action leads to

3. As long as the patient d

lack of further feelin

4. Screwtape advises ienf® on; and therefore pride, to his own humility. Screwtape also
tells Wormwood to lead h bn for genuine humility.

5. That God really loves human beings.

6. The past is like eternity because “it has a minate nature”; in other words, it IS. In contrast, the future is unknow-
c ciiporal part of time”—i.e., that part of time most subject to change. For
% future, because so doing produces uncertainty, vice, and reliance on our-
selves rather than on God. God only wai®is to focus on the future to the extent that we can plan “acts of justice and
charity” for it.

7. The vicar is “watering down the faith” for a congregation he considers too dull to understand it to such a degree that he
“shocks his parishioners with his unbelief.” Also, he ignores the full testimony and teaching of Scripture in favor of his
own favorite passages. He is not searching for, nor communicating, truth. Father Spike, in his preaching, aims to “shock,
grieve, puzzle, [and] humiliate his parents and their friends” out of hatred. Yet Father Spike’s defect is that “he really
believes.” Neither is he searching for nor communicating truth, but because he believes he may still be sensitive to it.
Analysis:

8. Screwtape says the patient has undergone repentance and renewal and may be even closer and more committed to
God than before. Personal responses will vary and should be treated with respect and sensitivity, especially towards those

able to humans, and is “the most comg
this reason, the demons want us to li

© 2001 Progeny Press 79
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students who may feel they are secking but not arriving—whether through repeated “conversions” or because of no con-
version or a dry relationship with God.

9. When we are innocently true to our own likes and dislikes, we reflect God’s call to self-forgetfulness.

10. Personal responses will vary. As Screwtape says, when we do what others want without agreeing with it, or change
our behavior just to go along, we are not being honest. Sometimes it even puts our will into someone else’s power—we
are controlled by what someone else says is “good,” “popular,” “proper,” or “right.”

Dig Deeper:
11. True humility is a proper, balanced recognition of our God-given gifts. Screwtape actually gives a very good analysis
of it: “[God] wants each man . . . to be able to recognise all creatures (even hig glorious and excellent things.” In

contrast, Screwtape wants Wormwood to foster a false humility: an atte
deserved. As Screwtape says, we are to use our gifts for the good of our

thought of glory for ourselves. The command to “[lJove your*heigl
Screwtape’s analysis. Answers regarding the difficulty of true h

lower opinion of himself than is
#d for the glory of God, without any
ourself” in Mark 12:31, 33 confirms
vary, but, based on Letter 14 (e.g., “they
ms to be realizing that our gifts are gifts and
not our possessions. Psalm 8 expresses proper awe ¢ f all, is concerned with humanity; Psalm 100
reminds us, “It is [God] who made us, and we are hid’ The hese psalms can help us regard ourselves positively,
as valued, gifted creatures of God, while never for e are creatures among other creatures, dependent upon

our Creator.

12. The real war is defined in Ephesians 6:12: “[O]ur struggle is not aga @lood, but agai

ns . . spiritual
forces of evil in the heavenly realms.”
offend those who

13. As Screwtape rightly points out, Raul th® Romans and th
being instructed to not

have qualms or reservations, so as not to 8o tumbling block t
area, and answ 11l va
be, but the contrad ' appears if we no

n
at

we are being warned against #i€s, and in the ans a orinthians pas
be sensitive @@ their concerns, not nece d by their weakness. It also
appears that there ma
things must be do

cumcision

where some were claiming cir-
vation, much as the Pharisees did,
the person and message of Christ (as
age, wher€ Timothy wasQ@tcu efore working among the Jews) then we

must change ourd€tions. We are se our freedom n e the sinful nature, and Christ warns us that we
must be more tighteous than t whom he §ond ticir adherence to rules. In the Matthew passage
[

Christ makes the point tha grare less imp ntent and our heart—and then, in a sense, makes

ta
the guidelines harde "We are to live oyg 'N God’s spirit, not by rules, to ask whether our actions
are pleasing to God. hese passages, % néd to not judge each other, but exhibit “love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodn®, faithfulness, gentleness\ad s#lf-control. Against such things there is no law.”
Letters 17-21
Vocabulary:
1. languishing, fete-a-tete; 2. slothful; @

ness, amenable, nuptials; 8. overweening®#@Tnication, chattels, prodigal; 9. continence, asceticism; 10. teetotalism; 11.
meritorious; 12. peevishness; 13. transitory
Questions:

1. She is guilty of the “gluttony of Delicacy”—a ravenous desire, not for large amounts of food, but for getting her own

able; 4. intrinsically, jocular; 5. panacea, dossier; 6. titular; 7. querulous-

way.

2. The patient’s mother, by insisting on her own way, is actually insisting on a remembered past, and not the present (cf.
Letter 15). That she cannot come to terms with the fact that the past is gone, and that her memories of the past are inac-
curate, produces “daily disappointment [which in turn] produces daily ill temper,” and ill temper draws her away from
others and from God.
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