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Synopsis

. in the view of Infinite Purity, g
the holiest among us has but attaing
RV erd

as to discern more clear

and repudiate tffe ph

hich looks down,

0f human merit

which wouldNgok agpiringly upu@
The Scarlet Letter is set in t usetts Bay etime betw 0 and
rself and

1650. Hester Prynne has tra ne to Amer repare aJ)o
her husband. In her hu s fong absence mmits agy it
to a child. In accord he town’s stric cal law, H
leniently for that ¢ d
town’s scaffold
life. Hester’s
about t, and Hester refgses to reve 1 1ty.
ile, Hester’s -absent husba r Chillingworth, returns on the
het publichu . He decides to remain silent con-
determi x evenge on Hester’s lover. He discov-
0

sing as a physician draws close to his

everal hours on the
” for the rest of her
mmunity, remains silent

lony Shdlis sentenced to st
to pub d to We
in sin, a member

very day ster m
cerning his own ide
ers the guilt-ri
victim and undernfges the man’s he d will to live. The Scarlet Letter examines
the web of interaction betwee ese characters and the themes of guilt, perception,

and redemption. O
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Chapters 12-15

“‘Standing alone in the world—alone, as t ence on society,

and with little Pearl to be gu% otected—
alone, and hopeless of retrie osition,
she cast away the [, roken c/mm
The world’s lall was for her mind.”
Vocabulary: Q
‘2} 2O
Circle the word that co t to deﬁnm% bulary

1. somnamb ghtmare& sleep-walk staoablhty to sleep
@ not convenient

6 atlon &ment escape
4. pristine % ﬁmckyb recent uncorrupted

o

o

5. despotic: cal important malicious

6. effluence: 1ng weight consequences

7. obviated: evident made unnecessary old

8. propinquity: proximity likeness favoritism
© 1996 Progeny Press 27
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9. sedulous: attractive moss-covered diligent

10. impalpable: pierced intangible unimportant

Questions: @
1. Where does Dimmesdale go in the middée o\ély May night? Why?
2. List, in order of appearan e people Dim s out walkj
night. What is signi @t the moral % of the pe b the order

in which they appe

f the novel racters?
4. What have people beb&ly Hester’s “A” stands for?

% rs in thgsky tha 1ght? W t;tlons of this event are given
tw

5. What has happened to Hester’s appearance?
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6. Who does Hester meet in the forest and why?

<

@ hapter 12 with Hester’s

Analysis:

7. Contrast Dimmesdale’s ascension of the &
ascension in Chapter 1. List at least thre@gr

—

8. In Chapter 13, Haw s, “The rulef,

e wise and Qen of
the community, wg er 1n acknowledgi e influen® er’s good
qualities than the . ... Thus it %h the men &&on whom their
eminent posjigfon ) ed the gudldianship of the pybli .” Do you
think the nity leaders ‘&snﬁed in ce than regular citi-
zens o% munity? K \Q

9. Pearl has ask serlous, ul questions of her mother. What does
Hester answetywhen Pearl eaning of the scarlet letter? How is this sig-
nificant?
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Dig Deeper:

10.

11.

12.

Read Isaiah 42:1-3, 50:4—6, and 53:1-7, three sections of Isaiah that describe
the “suffering servant.” Compare these passages with Hawthorne’s description
of Hester in the second and third paragraphs of Chapter 13. What might

Hawthorne be saying about Hester by drawing such a close comparison?

o4

There are two pictures of Hestegg @B. In one she is described as hav-
‘War

ing “blameless purity,” being rich; a well-spring of human tender-
ness . . . a Sister of Mercy. . . . pfulness w; nd in her,—so much

power to do, and power tgggympathize,— . . . was Hester Prfyne,

with a woman’s stre e other, she #es@ibed as “marblg ness’:

“All the light and age of her %had bee®wi @ up by this
sh outline,

red-hot brand, ang ohg ago falle aving a by¢ alg 112
which might & repulsive. g. . S attribute h ed from her,
the permagfn® of Whith had begefsential to kee a poman.” How do
you recgmciqthese two descrigt%

E O" & é\'
In Chap thorne say, Xis not accustomed “to measure her ideas
of right andQgong by any stan xternal to herself,” and “The world’s law

was no law for her mind §{Read Judges 17:6, 21:25 and random portions of
Judges. During the ti Judges, how were the Israelites like Hester?
From your spot read? Judges, how well did the Israelites’ moral code work
for them? Why might this subjective morality lead to error?
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Read Deuteronomy 12:8, Proverbs 14:12, and Romans 1:21. What does the
Bible say about subjective morality?

13. At the end of Chapter 14, Chillingworth says 1rst step awry, thou
didst plant the germ of evil; but, since that , it has all been a dark

necessity. . . . It is our fate.” What is Chidli saying here? What is the
problem w1th this argumentP

(\
(b' s\ \g\

%O 6\%
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Analysis:

7. Bellingham and Wilson are considering moving Pearl so she will get good, moral instruction in a more positive
atmosphere. Hester argues that God gave Pearl to her, and Pearl keeps her alive and away from sin. Therefore, only
Bellingham and Wilson are arguing for Pearl’s best interests. Answers about which is correct will vary. Both sides have
very emotional arguments, and Pearl’s behavior certainly has been strange at times. This is a good question to review at
the end of the book.

8. The scene with Mistress Hibbins reinforces the significance of Pearl’s presence in Hester’s life. Mistress Hibbins, who
will in a few years be hanged as a witch, entices Hester to join her in the forest to meet with “the Black Man.” It is only
Pearl that keeps Hester from this fate. “Had they taken her from me, I would have gone with thee into the for-

est, and signed my name in the Black Man’s book too, and that with mi
9. At the beginning, people believe Chillingworth has been sent by -'
their minister. By the end, however, people are beginning to see et

0

or them and especially to care for
and demonic in him. Answers will vary.
s emissary, diabolical.
his main concern: “He expressed great alarm

Descriptions may include mysterious, old, leech, ugly, evil, sooty, Sa

e had begun an 1nvest1gation as he imagined,
with the severe and equal integrity of a judge, desir After awhile, however, he “strove to go deep into

his patient’s bosom, delving among his principles, s recollections, and probing . like a treasure-seeker in

a dark cavern.” He treated Dimmesdale as a “geome em,” then was by a “terrible fascination.” After he
sees Dimmesdale’s chest at the end of Chapter 10, ever, Chilli quiet depth o ice” toward
Dimmesdale. He saw something that chang srty to hate.

11. Answers will vary, but possible “like a treasure dark cavern”; “3 t transparent

stream”; “air-drawn lines and figures o cal problem s “a ching for d” elving into a

grave”; “the soil where this dark orking ; “animalgf®ure e .. th e minister’s dim

s« .
interior”; “play upon him.

12. A tapestry depicting Da eba and Nathgn the et. The symbol Just as the godly king

David fell by taking anot too has Dl esdale. Ironically, the degaonic@haracter of Chillingworth fills
the role of God’s proph@ Natian. This is only ir adowing at this pois

Dig Deeper:

13. Answers will ibilities include: (D)—young/% ing (C)—old; D—growing paler/C—
dark co duskier; D—a true pist/ C—Satan himsel r&s missary; D—minister/C—man of sci-
ence; D tment with sun posure/C—on the oth the Nouse, old Roger Chillingworth arranged
his study; tions for welfage ers, love of souls, p , etc./C—miner, digging, groping; D—shy,
sensitive res¢ —depth of acgl¥ .

14. Chillingworth may not g ith ill i ding into dangerous territory without clearly good

make us right—it can sometimes make us blind to

s into error: we can fall into the same sin as the one we
are trying to help, or we . Or we can become, as Chillingworth did, vengeful. Note
also James 3:13-18.
15. Dimmesdale argues that it may be best tO@ot confess sin to another person if confessing such a sin would stop work
c ple. Chillingworth says such a person would be living a lie and defile

dinent must be made. James 5:16 makes clear that confession among the
fich confession should be private or public. It may depend on the nature and
visibility of the sin. Clearly, answers and opinions will vary. However, if Dimmesdale is saying such men as he describes

saints is instructed; it does not say wheti18
should not confess their sin to anyone, he is going against scripture. Hiding sin can too easily turn into denying sin. It
also takes away accountability among the saints. If Chillingworth is requiring public confession of sins and public shame
and self-abasement, he may be going too far.

16. Dimmesdale is similar as described in this passage from the middle of Chapter 11: “To their high mountain-peaks of
faith and sanctity he would have climbed, had not the tendency been thwarted by the burden, whatever it might be, of
crime or anguish, beneath which it was his doom to totter. It kept him down, on a level with the lowest; him, the man
of ethereal attributes, whose voice the angels might else have listened to and answered! But this very burden it was, that
gave him sympathies so intimate with the sinful brotherhood of mankind; so that his heart vibrated in unison with
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