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Synopsis

Caught in the trap of a long-standing family feud @.bers of the two distin-
guished Veronese houses of Capulet and Morf¢: @ ge in bickering, quarreling,
and occasional bloodshed when they encounte & er in the streets of Verona. To
put a halt to these disturbances, the h@&rona enacts a law making street

brawling punishable by death.
Tempers flare when Tybalt, of §ge hoye of Capu@covers that Romeo, heir

of the Montagues, has come uninvited disguiséy ¢ at banquet gimgn by old
Lord Capulet. Unseen by th@meo encou N , heiress of %ulem,
and is charmed by her bex race. Rom% i % atl share a
clandestine kiss. After t et, Romeo to the ogch% e Capulets

and overhears Juliet,

n her balcony, ¢ ss her lovegoMgin® Romeo speaks,
making his prese ;nd confesges his love for Julie overs decide to take

quick and decisivacton. Thegne ey are seglg ed in the cell of the
good Friar L 2who hope iage will e
o i he wedding, ict hurries haghe,

ily quarrel.
le Romeo and his friends
Mercu®® angyBenvolio en ter trouble in tN . Tybalg, still angry that Romeo
and his ds attende ulets’ gar
to fight. Romeo tri the di ybalt manages to kill Mercutio. In
anger Romeo k The Princ rOna then arrives at the scene and banishes

ious evening, provokes Mercutio

Romeo from the cf

Meanwhile, Juliet’s fatheﬁowing nothing of the secret marriage, decides that
Juliet shall marry Count Pa t, Juliet turns to Friar Laurence for help. The friar
gives Juliet a potion that e her the appearance of death. The friar tells Juliet
that after she is placed in the ancient tomb of the Capulets she will awaken, and he
and Romeo will come and take her to Mantua where she can live in peace with
Romeo.

The friar promises to send a letter to Romeo explaining the plan.
Unfortunately, the letter does not arrive before Romeo receives news of Juliet’s death.
Grief-stricken, Romeo buys enough poison to kill 20 men. Planning suicide, Romeo
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heads for the Capulet tomb so he can die by Juliet’s side. When Romeo arrives at the
tomb he encounters Count Paris. Romeo kills Paris and drags his body into the
Capulet tomb. Seeing Juliet, Romeo promises his love, swallows the poison, and dies.
Friar Laurence hurries to the tomb at the time when he knows Juliet will
awaken. He discovers the bodies of Paris and Romeo. Juliet awakens and Friar
Laurence encourages her to seek refuge in a convent. Inst d she thrusts Romeo’s dag-

ger into her heart and falls across his body, dead.
As both families gather at the tomb, Friar L@ Is them the entire story.

Seelng what sorrow their feuding has brought

\&
Q Oﬁ
%(b' Q s\ é\'\
6\

families vow to bury their

fz} O
\Q\\f

o
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Act II1

Romeo is bdms/oeﬂb@
Vocabulary:

Explain the meaning of the underline e sentence
1. Tybalt, the reason that I have t ee doth xcuse the appertaining
rage.

r‘*

hd

NSRS
._ ('g(b §O

O swe@t, thy beaur@de me effrj

Here fr E r@x art banisﬁ§ 6

Affliction is enamored parts
Thou art wedded to ala mity.

More courtship lives in carrion-flies than Romeo.
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8. These times of woe afford no time to woo.

9. Night’s candles are burnt out, and jocund day stands tiptoe on the misty

mountain tops.

10. O fortune, all men call thee fickle. * \6
Paraphrasing: 0

To paraphrase means to reword gagoething, yet mal iginal meafinMWrite a
paraphrase of each of the 4 @w, s1mphfy1 ordmg but gmgiMgining the
original meaning. Line refg

of the original. One ha

ave been at you ‘< the context
@ lone as an exa

Example: {8ceMg i, lines 61, 6 \ 0
balt Ro bear tbe ord
etter term s: thou art *
T - Romeo, T th|ng I can%\J is this: you are a villain.
1. (ActIII, ll1CS 94 95)
MercutioN§ plague o both uses! [ am sped.

Is he gone and hath not

&

2. (ActIII, scene 1, lines 124, 125)
Romeo This day’s black fate on more days doth depend;
This but begins the woe others must end.
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3. (Act III, scene iii, lines 152—155)
Friar Happiness courts thee in her best array;
But, like a misbehaved and sullen wench,
Thou pout’st upon thy fortune and thy love.
Take heed, take heed, for such die miserable.

Questions: \

1. In scene i, Romeo encounters treet How does Romeo first
respond to Tybalt’s challenge?

2. What does when Mer tlo%ybalt begi &’ What does

this tell y a 0meo’s ¢ &

,\Q

oes t ercungsa a e o both your houses!”
4. Why does Romeo ﬁ h ybalt>
32 © 1994 Progeny Press
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5. What is the Prince’s punishment? What is the purpose of the punishment?

6. Circle all the paradoxes Juliet uses to describe Ro ter she hears the news
of Tybalt’s death.

Beautiful tyrant! fiend angehcal‘
Dove-featherd raven! wolv1sh— ve amb'
Despised substance of diffine

Just opposite to what th scergbt—

A damned saint, an hono v1lla1n'
7. How does Juliet react \@Ws of Tyba%w and Rgne@? ent?
; @ iar Lauren omfort @r telling him he is ban-
Y he Friar say: pat ent, for t d is*broad and wide.” What does
gulfar mean> 6

9. How does Romeo’s r@v his banishment compare to Juliet’s reaction?

© 1994 Progeny Press 33
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10. How have Romeo and Juliet initially reacted to difficulty and adversity?

11. Read the following passage (scene iii, lines 1141 @

Romeo O tell me, friar, tell me® \6

In what vile part of this anatom
Doth my name lodge? TelLme; at ay sack
The hateful mansion.

What stage direction 1mm:§1ately ollows th1 at does it 1%

12.  Friar Laur S Romeo, le shapegs of wax.” Why do
you t riar descr as Wax>’& ny similarities between
% the pro erties \

13.  For what reas®ns does Frl Laur®#Ce suggest Romeo should be happy?

14. Earlier Lord Capulet told Paris he could marry Juliet only if Juliet approved.
Why does Lord Capulet now agree to let Paris marry Juliet?
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Lord Capulet says, “I think she [Juliet] will be ruled in all respects by me.”
Explain what Lord Capulet means by this.

In scene v, Romeo and Juliet part before the light. Romeo says:
“More light and light: more dark and dask o I” (line 36) Explain what

Romeo means 0
Juliet speaks to Ron\ ing passa \4 57) OQ

I ave an ill- d soul' \\
c@thee, now thou ar low,
As qlic 3dgad 1n the bottag ®f a tomb.
% y eyesigou looks‘@
belng fores owed> \K
In scene v, lines 69—13 &Vhy, how now, Juliet? . . .”) Juliet chooses her
words carefully so th ay appear to be saying what seems appropriate to

her mother without r

attacking Romeo. Give two examples of the double
meaning in Juliet’s words.
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19. How does Juliet react to the news that she is to be married to Paris? How do
her parents respond to Juliet’s refusal?

20. What advice does the nurse give Juliet? Fro Eo@s Juliet decide to seek

advice at the end of Act I1I?
Character Study Q
1. In scene ii, the nu s to tell ]uh%% of Ty la\\ ow is

Juliet confused b rse’s words?

0 &0‘

rlte two- or th nce charact: ion of Juliet’s nurse. Consider

everything ysé h‘rned abous h e play so far.

3. Inscenev, Lady Caplls Juliet of her plan of revenge. Read the following

passage (scene v, lines 92-97)

Lady Capulet We will have vengeance for it, fear thou not.
Then weep no more. I'll send to one in Mantua,
Where that same banished rungate [Romeo] doth live,
Shall give him such an unaccustomed dram

36 © 1994 Progeny Press
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That he shall soon keep Tybalt company;
And then, I hope, thou wilt be satisfied.

Write a two- or three-sentence character description of Juliet’s mother.
Consider everything you have learned about her in the play so far.

\66

Dig Deeper:

1. In his despair, Romeo seeks th of Frlar ce. Juliet’s nurse is her

counselor and conﬁdant Proverbs 12: 20 19: 2
you think it’s 1mpor e someone y 0 to for advj

think it’s 1mportant adv1sors ar 2 Why ncﬂ?

2. %@ qualities sh&one look %&r or counselor?
3. Who do you %o to for ad Q
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4. Read the following passage (scene iii, lines 145-155).

Friar What, rouse thee, man! Thy Juliet is alive,
For whose dear sake thou wast but lately dead.
There art thou happy. Tybalt would kill thee,

But thou slewest Tybalt. There art thou hap

A pack of blessings lights upon thy ba é
Happiness courts thee in her best arra

But, like a misbehaved and sullen %

Thou poutst upon thy fortune an ove.
Take heed, take heed, for rable.

What is the intent of Friar Lau ’ dmonlsh

< O
9\ fo’b ¥

5. Like Rome ic§we oftend€t our emotions d
to a situati®y. [Mwe are djsco ¢ may gigg feel down we may
not befw; o help ot d. When g fading adversity we can not

% nd on our em s 1n maki ctsions. Read Hebrews
'3286, James 1: 2 and 1 Pete% 6, 19. What should be our atti-

6. What do you think a e causes of adversity? What are some benefits of

adversity?
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7. Think of a difficult situation in your life. How did you respond to the situa-
tion? Could a different response have been better?

Q)

Summarize the main action in each scene in se only two or three sentences

Summary

for each scene

RS

Q &
RN
IS
O &
s
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5. Answers will vary. We should consider that troubles are temporary, that they produce growth and perseverance.
Therefore, we should look upon suffering with joy because we can see the growth and reward at the end. We should not
let our personal suffering keep us from doing good.

6. Answers will vary. In a sinful world we can expect adversity. Adversity can come because we are belligerant or foolish.
Adversity can also come to us simply because we are Christians. Adversity builds perseverance. None of this means it is
easy to go through adversity.

7. Answers will vary.

Summary:

Scene i: Romeo, Mercutio, and Benvolio meet Tybalt on the street. Rom pts to break up a duel between
Mercutio and Tybalt. Mercutio is slain, and Romeo kills Tybalt. As PlanisRiafne,

Verona.

he Prince banishes Romeo from

Scene ii: Juliet hears of Tybalt’s death and Romeo’s banishmerf®. Sh tricken. The nurse promises to bring

Romeo to Juliet before he leaves Verona.
Scene iii: Romeo is distraught over the news that he has been ban®hedW 'he nurse finds Romeo and asks him to go to

Juliet to comfort her.

Scene iv: Hoping that a wedding will make Juliet fogf€t her g@cro rd Capulet tells Paris that Juliet will marry him in
three days.

Scene v: Romeo and Juliet part at dawn. Juliet’s parcijs tell

that she is to ried to Paris. Horrified, Juliet seeks
the help of Friar Laurence.
<& Q
Vocabulary: ®
.d2. 3. a34.d;5. 6.7 ¢ \\

Similes and Metaphors:
Juliet to pretend that she is willing

1.S;2.M;3.M; 4. S; 5. M.
Questions:
1. Juliet tells Friar Laur

dead and will place her in the family

efiant when she retur asks her father for forgiveness. Juliet claims
she agreeggo t% :
gild time in pggyer: thefvedding.
&poison. She fearSbhat ght waken in the tomb before Romeo comes and die

mad by spirits or ghosts that may be present in the tomb, or
¢ might kill herself.

6. Answers will vary, but it does seem strangfto have a comic scene immediately following the mourning. The effect

4. Juliet tells the nurse that
5. Juliet fears that th i

might be that the family’s sorrow is made to ear ridiculous or exaggerated to a comic extreme. It is also a stark con-

trast to the end of the play.

7. Answers will vary. Consider the que hether Paris is mourning Juliet, or that he has been cheated out of marriage
by death (“Beguiled, divorced, wronged, , slain! Most detestable Death, by thee beguiled, . . .”). Consider that Lord
and Lady Capulet might be more upset that their plans were foiled (“All things that we ordained festival turn from their

office to black funeral . . .”). The friar’s words of comfort are as cheerful as the family’s are sorrowful. Both seem exagger-

ated. Also, the following comic dialogue between the servants hints that this sorrow should not be taken too seriously.
Character Study:

Answers will vary.

Lord and Lady Capulet: They mourn loud and long, but perhaps more so for the wedding that will not take place.

Paris: Paris is upset, but perhaps more that he has been cheated out of marriage by the death of his future wife.

Juliet’s Nurse: The nurse doesn’t have much to say for a change. It is rare to find her speechless. Her sorrow may be the
most genuine.
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