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Synopsis

The Red Badge of Courage is set during the Civil Wa
in May 1863. Henry Fleming, a green recruit®ha

attle of Chancellorsville,

bl the Union army to satisfy

his longing for glory and heroism. Henry’s pictures “lurid with breathless

deeds” on the battlefield. He imagine % lue determined figure standing
il

before a crimson and steel assault, gegfing

led on a high place before the eyes

of all.”

Camp life, he soon dlscovers, is ess excl e army of jpiyimagina-
tion. During long perio of ced idleness lagued by§ado¥escent
doubts: Will he distinguish battle? Wi He loggs hting to
begin so that he might mlght W iSW€os” in t attle to see
whether they stand fi Q@

Henry's re t,

4th Ne rk soon sees aCQt e field, staving off
a fierce Rebel . When theyfi ms to ha enry is elated that he
has held ﬁru@ not deser ﬁnrades, he Qd the trial. “The red for-
mida s of war, vanquished. &s ecstasy of self-satisfaction”
is inteM®ptedlby a renewe%ﬂt by the Co e forces. This second attack, so

close on eels of th ufinerves j ly, and Henry runs from the bat-

tlefield “in great lea he co f, he has traveled far from the fight-
ing. His consci ately tor % for his cowardice and justifies him for
his act of wise self-Bggservation.

When he falls in with a%/oy of wounded soldiers, Henry wishes that, like

them, he too had an extern
to his fellow soldiers, but es y to himself, that he is made of heroic material.

valor, a wound, “a red badge of courage” to prove

Eventually, through much mental and spiritual agony, Henry learns to stand in
the face of physical danger with “an enthusiasm of unselfishness, . . . a sublime reckless-
ness,” that gives no thought to his own heroics nor to the opinions of others. He learns
to despise the “brass and bombast” of his earlier dreams of war and glory. Instead he
feels “a quiet manhood, non-assertive but of sturdy and strong blood . . . . He had been
to touch the great death, and found that, after all, it was but the great death.”
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Chapters 2, 3 & 4

Vocabulary:
In the blanks provided, write a short definition vocabulary words found in each
sentence.
1. [The tall soldier’s] unconcern dealt him
(serene)
a measure of conﬁd
% ,;;O
2. He remembered B 0 ten cursed t
(i
cow and 6
3. lot ! ood a- noug n ave thou \:as going to do
t things before tH§fight, but when t came they
4. The 6 dead man forced a way for himself.
(invulnem

5. Admitting that he m@e wrong, a frenzied

of the kind would turn him into a worm.

(declamation)

6. He assumed, then, the of one who knows

(demeanor)

that he is doomed alone to unwritten responsibilities.
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7. During his meals he always wore an air of blissful contemplation of the food he
swallowed. His spirit seemed then to be

(communing)
with the
(viands)
Questions: 6
1. According to Henry, what is the only ow for certain whether he will

run in battle? 0

2. What does Henry r 1nty about @a I perfo suggest
about his cha 0

3. than his d does klen@&v fear most?

4. Why is Henry so eat ¢ battle to begin?

16 © 1994 Progeny Press
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5. In Chapter 2, on the morning that Henry’s regiment marches out, Crane uses a
series of similes and metaphors to describe Henry’s regiment and the enemy
encampment across the river. What is the general comparison Crane is making?
What do these comparisons tell you about Henry’s mood or attitude toward

what is happening?

6. What does Crane mean by referrin t@g ment in which Henry marches

as “a moving box”?
7. What makes the dgad sbldier the men%nter “invul%’. what way is
the dead man cigfle? K 0
@ & ’\:
: %Ques ionnry hoge t@wered in the dead man’s eyes?

How does Crane dese Union soldiers’ retreat from the enemy?

€

o0

e
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10. What effect does this rout have on Henry?

Dig Deeper:

1.

12.

13.

Henry continually tries to “measure him# @omrades > What is he look-

ing for? 0
The Bible generally x t Jesus is to@ample, th by

which we measure (John 10 13-15; ? e 1-23;
1 John 2:4-0) e danger in hat Henry comparing
himself to oth€r K 0

Can there bayg le to com}mru@\easunng ourselves against others?
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Word Search:
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Questions:

1. When we first meet Wilson, he is 10%
bring. By Chapter 14 he has chang
dence evidently enabled him to B
has changed him; he “had noysli
2. The packet gives Hen
fears before the battle
3. Henry is not aboyses of blackmail. itf his€onscience js

e battle may

@chaﬁng against ipline, and fearfu %

owed a quiet b rposes and abiligies. is inward confi-
Sent to little words en aimed at hi rst experience in battle
gpeak of wisdo id$he could perceiv@ghiniglf a¥a very wee thing.”

e, Henry will reveal Wilson’s

ilson actually knows nothing
’s actions.

performed his mistakes in the dark,”
aSgul an®Ppompous.

hat no one knows t [ e
im for lack nliness.
has learned is thatmany obligations of life caSlly avoided.” As long as no one finds you out,
ned®s that he will noghave to ain his actions of the previous day, nor will he

remain hidden.
quires only an (a red badge), thinks Henry, so guilt and cowardice

his @wardice, he is not a coward. Henry has not realized that

be required to answer for t

6. Answers will vary.

ooks on the inward man, not on things that are external.

7. Henry is eager to seem [} a veteran, andgie is also“€asting about for someone other that himself to blame for their

defeats.

8. Henry is trying to cover up his guilcgf@gha¥g by arrogance and bombast, while Wilson has been refined in the fires
of battle. His arrogance has been bur @ and the serene self-confidence of Jim Conklin has replaced it. Henry has
run from these refining fires.

Chapters 17 & 18

Questions:

1. The Confederates are forcing Henry to confront his fears. How he stands up to their assault will prove either that he
is, in fact, “poor and puny,” a trapped animal, or that he is a man.

2. Henry fights fiercely, like an enraged animal, like “a war devil,” “a barbarian, a beast . . . like a pagan who defends his
religion.” These are all images of ferocity, but of a nearly sub-human sort.
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