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Synopsis

Lewis (the fictionalized character of C.S. Lewis) is ¢ e home of his friend Dr.
Elwin Ransom on “business.” The business tufgs be preparing Ransom for a
supernaturally commanded and orchestrated jeyr Perelandra, the planet Venus.
Ransom tells Lewis he must also expect o®s trom Oyarsa, ruler of Malacandra
(Mars), at which time he and a docgr prepared for Ransom’s return. After
many months the summons comes. Ransog#freturns andmiglates to them the story of
Perelandra.

A world of seas and oa@ulticolored i mys-
tical creatures and almost ering pleas§r nly twq, pe A\nRabit this
Garden of Eden—the b nd innoce ady, andyght g#irom whom
she has been separat ortly after R;%arrives, so godyam®ther man from

Earth, a physicis

ston. R&r: and Westonehad
Weston and a_cofgagi®e kidna e@ and t
&

angled before when
alacandra for what
they assumed{wgSgotng to be a crifice by ndrian natives. Weston’s

missigff o ndra had be exterminatiqi o native races in preparation
for hu cglonization. l% expects no b 1Myhis Perelandrian confrontation.

THugh Westoy 6 y evil gnte dra, intent on bringing sin and
death to the planet. ol one trify (BydeggiWe the Lady into joining its cause as
1® deceits. As he and the Lady begin to
ent of half-truths and emotional trauma,
Ransom realizes he has one lastqenue of attack. Almost without hope, but relying on
the One who sent him, Ra rs into final battle with his enemy.

Perelandra is in turn al and philosophical, theological and physical, chal-
lenging our senses and our understanding of truth and will.

© 1993 Progeny Press 5
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Chapter 7

Vocabulary: . é
Antonyms are words with opposite meanings.ﬁ& e book to find and study each

word below. Choose an appropriate angegyyandtefine the word and antonym. You
may use a thesaurus. The first one is don ou.
1. egoism: the belief that m@)ncem with sel\@is of moraliQ
antonym: altruism \e lef that all s @one for o r@ut any

thought of self \
PO
2SS

4. incredulity: é

antonym:
5. rigours:
antonym:
© 1993 Progeny Press 27

No copy of this study guide may be resold.



Perelandra Study Guide
6. dichotomy:
antonym:

7. inherent:

2
0 fpt \@ (& ‘ OQ
antonym: Q 6 0\\

10. antithesis:

\
R NS

1. Howdo ake Rans n the Fixed Land?

2. What does Ransom say may be the “point of contact” between Weston’s
morality and his own?

28 © 1993 Progeny Press
No copy of this study guide may be resold.



Perelandra Study Guide

3. To whom or what does Weston make a total commitment?

Analysis
4. What assumption does Weston make ab and the Green Lady? How
does this compare with Ransom’s att1tu er? Which man best exem-

plifies the traits described in Philj
5. At their first meetig S hlmse * [Weston’s]
massive egoism.” ening pride zs and refers to

pride so dee 1 e chafacter’s downfa

character dgfieSNghe laws of thgsgo M Do you thin

three % s and t ents of \XQst
nn@risms \K

rally because the
as hubris? List

t support your answer.

Statements

© 1993 Progeny Press 29
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In one part of his lecture, Weston calls the “emergent evolution” a “blind, inar-
ticulate purposiveness.” Later, in answer to Ransom’s question, he says, “Call it
a Force. A great inscrutable Force . . . . that can choose its instruments.” Is this
a paradox—an apparent, but generally not absolute, contradiction—or is it a

true contradiction? Why?

Does Weston believe in moral absolug( ight and clear wrong? What

does he say that leads you to bgffeve

%md such pa che Bible as

5: 17—20 e passages be in
0\‘ ’

2
The Greek w Qrtza referygoWtalgehtep, error, or failure that leads a

nfall. Wh ston’s hamartia? How does Proverbs

14:12 relate9g what hap;@t ton?

30 © 1993 Progeny Press
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Dig Deeper:

9. In his lecture to Ransom, Weston says he ““became a convinced believer in
emergent evolution. All is one.”” He goes on to say ““Man in himself is nothing.
The forward movement of Life—the growing spirituality—is everything. . . .
To spread spirituality, not to spread the human race, is henceforth my mis-
sion.”” How does Weston define spirituality? Wh s he mean “All is one”?

6

Read Genesis 1 and 2. How dds t mpare with Weston’s assertion that
“all is one” and all is a “blind, iMygtiggate pur 03@ s thrusting its way

upward . . . in an endles ty of differentiat ments tow

ever-increasing com rgamsatlon O
10. DlVOI' e phllOSO the chara?@ﬁston and Ransom and
ctlona ra 1n whic & as placed them, think of

rself as bellevm t in Weston’s ph , then in Ransom’s. Can
n’s philoso our llfgw purpose? Can Ransom’s? Can
you feel meas od und 1losophy> Under Ransom’s? Would
you rath dends adhere on’s beliefs or to Ransom’s? Explain
© 1993 Progeny Press 31
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6. He repeats Ransom’s name endlessly. Answers will vary.

7. Answers will vary. In the sense that Adam and Eve died spiritually, yes he lied. But much of what he said was decep-
tive, not a blatant lie [he said her eyes would be opened and they were (3:7); he said she would be like God, knowing
good and evil, and she was (3:22)]. Satan misrepresented the meaning and consequences of disobedience. Answers will
vary. The acts of lying or deceiving can be different, but the consequences are the same.

8. Answers will vary. The Lady is not tempted in the same way as Eve, but that does not negate the temptation; people
have different strengths and weaknesses and, therefore, different temptations. The Un-man appeals to the Lady’s desire
to obey Maleldil and grow and twists that intent to make it appear that to fulfill those desires she must disobey
Maleldil’s command. Whether she disobeys out of a misguided attempt to @ Maleldil’s will or out of blatant

rebellion is irrelevant to the fact that a direct prohibition is still broken.

Chapters 10 & 11 L 4

Vocabulary:

1. inexhaustible; 2. proven innocent; 3. laziness; 4. group of pos e; 5. face; 6. holiness; 7. bravery; 8. general
truth; 9. stock of information; 10. channel; 11. surpassigs; | 2qprovaetiveness; 13. privilege; 14. talkative; 15. evasion;
16. purpose.

Questions:

1. A tragedy queen.

2. The Tempter.
3. Fear. No.
4. “This can’t go on.”

5. Death and sorrow. Answers will vary. V'S
ildish, complace Arr ) timid, megicul

r i ating, sluggish,
Mg to subtly break ¢ dd spiritual unity s Nt e King. He may be
sfotionally distange hersel the King so sH@gyi re likely to act alone.
ainty of resf§§ of breaking the comma

8. Ransom sees her as an earth-born ulhlove. Answers will gaey. Qgei
against their natur a3 aleldil’s gir ingling of lqxe, @ sex is a powerful mental and emo-
tional seed that o% grows rapidly. JERa lowed it to t;t 0 ild have destroyed his ability to act

i i otives. X
an.

i . I the second he realized that God required no
ccept no less. He was not expected to do any-

s Sibmits to crucifixion, it is the night before Ransom goes
. Jesus asks for a reprieve but submits to the Father’s will,

trying to get the Lady to me
7. Facts: a command fro

e must someho

thing that he was not capab
11. Answers will vary,

to fight the Un-man. All

Ransom seek a way out but s

but Jesus, all sleep b

mits to Maleldf¥s will.

Chapters 12, 13, & 14

Vocabulary:

1. parody; a composition (story, song, that mimics another in an amusing way; 2. prosaic; humdrum, dull; 3.
mythopoeic; giving rise to myths; 4. mandrill; a large fierce, gregarious baboon of West Africa; 5. ken; range of vision 6.
congruity; agreement and harmony; 7. anthropomorphic; applying human characteristics to nonhuman things; 8. arbo-
real; of , or living in, trees; 9. diffused; spread thinly, extended, scattered; 10. aperture; hole, opening; 11. extrapolation;
to predict by projecting past experience or data; 12. inscrutable; hard to grasp, mysterious, hard to interpret; 13. practi-
cable; possible to do, feasible; 14. indeterminacy; not precisely determined or fixed. vagueness; 15. perpendicular; at
right angles to the horizon, to rise up in a steep face like a cliff; 16. omnipotent; Almighty, having virtually unlimited
authority and power; 17. munificence; lavishness, liberality; 18. concourse; junction, merging, the act of meeting.
Questions:

1. By riding the backs of fish.
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