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Synopsis

While on a walking tour through England, Dr. Elvgs gin becomes an unwilling
guest at the home of Dr. Weston, a physicist. @ , d his colleague Dr. Devine

kidnap Ransom and take him to the planet dra. Ransom believes that he is
meant to be handed over to the inhabitant&of Melacandra as a human sacrifice. On
Malacandra, Weston and Devine tryffto

meet them, but Ransom panics and &§capesgihen the rzme attacked by a large sea

(@)

ansom to the beings that come to
creature.

Alone on an alien orl som discover as no survi k s that

apply to his surroundings. ble to tell crence e Q als and

plants or plants and roc is\nsure What ty begins to
dissolve. Driven by ¢ e establishes co Wlth Wha % to be a friendly
Ransom_s

ives hi od and drink an ak 1m to its village.
to a pgac ith the hrossa, and slowly
finds his id life, reh humanit d to new horizons. But
befor om is sgmm before t alacandra. Fearfully and
humb apfom travels %t the mysterl

again, R¥fom fi ptlonsgb d the workings of the universe

shattered.
lanet is th three books by C.S. Lewis about Dr.
ventures are con in Perelandya and That Hideous Strength.

o

r of this strange world. Once

w»

Ransom. Ransom’s
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Chapters 18, 19, & 20

Vocabulary:

Match the words on the left with their definiti xt e right.
decorous a. mlhatlon
consistory

. hot; op 1n weather Q
___ diminution \@ c. desc@ O
__ sultry Q boat \\
___ bier ®® SoundI‘I sonant

mortification @w for carrying a coffin or corpse

___ conciliatin decrease
____ sonorous i. understanding
posterity j. court; tribunal
_ ken k. reconciling; soothing
___ coracle . tirelessly on the alert
26 © 1993 Progeny Press
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Questions:

1. How had fear driven Ransom since he first left Earth?

2. What does Ransom learn from Oyarsa abou@ y of Earth?

00\

4. We say an as 1rony 1f ome is oppos 0 is expected. How
is We onse to @

5. Oyarsa sa of the sﬂe has ‘bent” Weston and “broken”
Devine. Exp what he

3. Who is the Bent One?

© 1993 Progeny Press 27
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Dig Deeper:

6. Ransom was surprised to learn that since the men had left Earth, Oyarsa had
been directing some events (such as sending the hnakra) in order to bring
Ransom to him. Ransom felt that his decision to come to Oyarsa was all his
own. Was Ransom acting on his own will or was Oyarsa controlling his des-

7. When Oyarsa asks Ransom to @NQ aleldil has done in Thulcandra,

Ransom is interrupted before h swer \Wh ou think Ransom
rendered his will for
4) In both s a higher need at makes these two attitudes
the highest form of life. What human achievements does Weston list as proof

would have said? Q
thers to surrender their

diffefenc? What ere in Wlll Kmndermg compared to being

forced to surr E

of man’s right to dominate Malacandra? Do these achievements rightly demon-

tiny? Explain your answer.

8. Ransom h to the 1 he has v
a grea r Westons support?
eater g clal V to great,” he says in
\\4
9. Weston claims that th of “survival of the fittest” has made civilized man
strate man superiority? Why or why not?
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Answer Key

Chapters 1 & 2

Vocabulary:

1. curse; 2. cheerfully optimistic; 3. stubbornly persistent; 4. a thicket or grove of small trees; 5. hearty burst of laughter;
6. ethical objections, conscience; 7. filthiness, wretchedness; 8. reproduce.

A philologist would be interested in the study of languages and their histories.

Questions:
1. The woman was upset because her son, Harry, hadn’t yet retur
laboratory. *

2. Ransom enjoyed being alone, detached, and consulting no one bufghi

3. Accept reasonable responses. Ransom most likely believes that M is own destiny.

4. When Devine heard that no one knew where Ransom wasghe de at Ransom would be a good replacement for

Harry. He arranged for Ransom to be drugged in or idndfghin¥ and take him to Malacandra.
people only by their intelligence and utility. They show

Rise, Dr. Weston’s home and

5. Accept reasonable responses. The discussion sho
disregard for other life. The dog, for example, was 4y an experiment, discussion also shows that they put
themselves above the law.

6. Accept reasonable responses. In their estimagign, life itself has no value W h¥gonefloes with his life,flay Mawe value to
Weston and Devine if that life is devgted ting their cause ozgmph the things they uphol8such™®s science
and education.

7. Accept reasonable responses. Ra s concern for the t Weston and Re @ put their ambi-
tions above any need of others. \

8. Responses will vary.

Chapters 3, 4, 5 & 6

Vocabulary:

g-lassitude; d-progfic; tremulous; i®iyisy @ alacrity; f-loquacious; h-ethereal;
s Q

Questio

1. West an individual are nulli¥f€d by eston’s plan, which Weston sees as a higher
cause. Westalgyl 3 cause Ransom jgffede 1s plan.

2. Accept reasonable resp . says the right® a@ual or a million individuals are of no importance
compared with the o 3 the human THge er planet. To Weston, the ends justify the means.
Weston makes a cont w Scotland Yard d s an interest in finding out why Harry was missing. His

oL
@ lds education as a means to advance mankind. His philoso-

ithin themselves an unlimited potential for achievement, yet

v

he has little regard for individual lives.
3. Accept reasonable responses. Ransopasmg phy of life is concerned with the rights of individuals, even animals.
Clearly, to him, the ends do not justif] @ :ans. He adheres to a moral code of some kind; however, it is not clear at
this point in the story where his morals\@amegfrom.

4. Ransom’s fear subsides as he gazes out into space and finds it not dead, but filled with beauty, life, and light.

5. Ransom overhears Devine and Weston talking between themselves that Ransom is to be handed over to the inhabi-
tants of Malacandra, apparently as a human sacrifice.

6. Although he is being held captive, Ransom does all he can in his power to attempt to maintain control over his des-
tiny. Ransom decides that escape, if it is possible, or suicide are the alternatives to being handed over to the sorns as a
sacrifice. He takes the sharpest knife from the ship’s galley and keeps it with him.

7. Accept reasonable responses. Ransom certainly still has free will. One might say he is limited by the fact that he is a
prisoner. One could therefore argue that his destiny is being controlled by his captors as well as by himself. It can also be
said that God is controlling Ransom’s destiny whether Ransom realizes it or not.
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