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Synopsis

Speak and act as those who are going to be judged by, at gives freedom, because
Judgment without mercy will be shown to anyorﬂ not been merciful. Mercy tri-
umphs over judgment.” — James 2:12, 13

hlp, prejudice, and justice. In the
and carefi obleman Bassanio. He is

The Merchant of Venice is a story offflov
beginning of the story we meet the 1

in love with Portia, the rich heiress fro elmon bemg cour many
great and wealthy men frgm the world. sufﬁc1ent fu court
Portia, Bassanio turns to d friend ‘%o a weglt ant, to
supply him with enoug o support Becau as invested
all his money in shi

at sea, Antonl rced to oW 3,900 ducats from
the greedy Jewish Shyloc é
Shylock b io in the past, forces

d angr fr mlstrea d 4
him to sign ¥ Shylock s his onl? ty for revenge for racist
1nsult@ 1al hard & e has su fer Antonio. Shylock agrees to
i

lend t ducats wit nterest provid ntonlo forfeit a pound of flesh
from his®8dy if thg bo repaid gAngon; theartedly signs the bond, ignor-
ing the protests of B

Meanwh 10 and his friend Gratiano travel to Belmont to

woo Portia. In Belfyont, Bassani a test—a test of character given to each of
Portia’s suitors. The suitor is ﬁto choose one of three caskets—gold, silver, or
lead—based on their cryp yptions. The lover who selects the correct casket,
according to her father’s \mrns the right to marry Portia. Those who do not
choose correctly must agree to never court Portia again.

At the same time, Lorenzo, an artist-friend of Bassanio’s, and Jessica, the
daughter of Shylock, elope, taking with them some of Shylock’s ducats and jewels.
Shylock is furious at the double loss of his daughter and his ducats. But then word
comes that Antonio’s ships have been lost at sea, and he is unable to repay his debt to
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Shylock. Shylock cries for justice, a pound of flesh from Antonio, as is his right.
Bassanio and Gratiano hurry back to Venice to help Antonio. Portia and her friend
Nerissa also come to Venice, in disguise, to aid Antonio. In the end, justice is served
in an unexpected way.
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Act II1

Vocabulary: . é
Look up the following words and write the c@ efinitions.
discrimination =

"~ ». N
persecution AN & S\
\_J -’ N

. d- o~ =
prejudice —

jal § ‘ X \ .
Q" &
Questions: \
1. Read scene ;§nes 52-72. In th sage Shylock talks about getting revenge
on Antonio. List five reaf§gs why Shylock is angry with Antonio.

O

racism

20 © 1993 Progeny Press
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Was Antonio right to treat Shylock the way he did? Why or why not? Why is
Antonio’s behavior surprising?

2. Most action in a story centers around a confli§ em) and its resolution

(solving the problem). When speaking o#his @ pnship with Shylock,

Antonio says: “I oft delivered from his fogft many that have at time made
moan to me; therefore he hates me.” §onNAntonio’s point of view, this is the

root of their conflict. How didgAnt p people?

Why would Shlel eitif Anto@ped others? \\

%@uld Shyloc eed affect his fe&&out Antonio’s actions?

&

What are some other g not mentioned in the above passage that could
explain why Shylock$ Antonio?
© 1993 Progeny Press 21
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3. Inscene v, Lancelet Gobbo jokes that if all the Jews are converted to
Christianity, the price of pork will rise. (scene v, lines 20-25) Why does he say
this? (See Deuteronomy 14:8; Acts 11:4-10.)

Dig Deeper:
4. What if Shylock was not dlscrlmmat @ y others? How would he be a
WO

different person? How do you t treat others?

5. What does the Bi out dlSCI‘lm ee GalaK 010351ans

3:11.
%one—page PETALS cnbmg W}%%& how, you think Shylock would

change if he r reated so cdue

Extra Assignment:

In the play Shylock must endure many anti-Semitic comments by non-Jews. This is
one reason he is such an angry person. Today racism is still a problem. Look through a
newspaper or news magazine and find an article on racism. Write a short report about
racism in the United States or other countries.
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Answer Key

Act 1

Vocabulary:

1. bitter or unhappy looking. 2. Antonio worries too much or takes life too seriously. 3. Gratiano talks a lot. 4. Portia is
rich or well off (because of an inheritance) 5. Antonio will try to borrow some money. 6. Antonio loans money without
charge, making the interest rates for moneylenders lower.
Questions:

1. Bassanio wants to borrow 3,000 ducats to woo the rich heiress, Portia
he does not have the funds to do it himself. All of Antonio’s moggy is in ships, so he must borrow the money.
Antonio is forced to sign a bond that would require him to surrend@g a of flesh if he does not return the money
on time. Antonio must make the agreement to borrow the monef@§gonWis enemy, Shylock. Antonio is unselfish, willing
to take risks, and a loyal friend. (Answers may vary on the lasggart ofghe Question.)

2. Any man who wishes to marry Portia must choos e gaskets. One is gold, one is silver, and one is lead. If
the suitor chooses the correct casket, he will have arry Portia. If the suitor chooses the wrong casket, he

s wasted his money in the past, so

must leave immediately. Portia’s father devised this
3. Shylock did not want to eat with Antonio and Ba r many reason : ) They were

Christians. They and Shylock had mutual religigus prejudices. 3) A Chri
. Shylock is gregfl
1s money selfis * @
n

atWconsidered

tly. He uses

unclean to a Jew.
4. Antonio is a risk taker. He is generotiy ANonightises his money t
es
hylock or the Je - Shylock is Pby Antonio. It is
else in the play in a n manner. Shy] s spit upon and kicked by

his money carefully to gain profit.
{ g way he has bed treated. He hates Antonjo, n ecause he is a Christian,

5. Antonio and Bassanio do nog
) sneaky (Agswi valy.) Shylock wRacgffevee
OO
AN

o says one fhing and another thigg. may also instruct others to do the very
t takes no effo , but to do wh 00 right takes time, effort and diligence. Words
without action are only s. , s ut correct behavior doesn’t make them great. The
great person is the one who als they spealfabotih G ows our hearts and sees all our actions. God desires

our behavior to be si ypocritical.

In-depth Study:

Answers will vary.

Vocabulary:

bond - a legal, written agreement by so 0 pay money to another person.
precedent- a previous instance or case that may serve to justify a subsequent case.
forfeit - to give up something.

shocking because Antonio tr C

e has devised this bond as a

confiscate - to take away something,.

ducat - a gold or silver coin.

pardon - forgive or excuse (ie. a debt).

magistrate - an inferior judicial officer (justice of the peace).
usury- lending money at interest.

elopement - run away to get married.
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