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Synopsis
Sir Charles Baskerville, squire of the ancient Baskerville estate in Ws- England, has died under mys-

terious circumstances. His friend and neighbor, Dr. Mortimer, or the safety of Sir Henry

Baskerville, the young man who will inherit the Baskerville t neestral home, and great fortune.
Mortimer also worries that Sir Charles’ death may be ¢ %O an old family legend about a
giant, demonic Hound said to haunt the Baskervilles as ent for the sins of an ancient ancestor.

In London, Mortimer enlists the help of th sulting detective, Sherlock Holmes,
and Holmes’ associate, Dr. Watson, to help keepfSir/Hen e. A strange letter of warning and a

at Sir Henry truly is in grave danger.
Henry to Baskerville Hall. There, on the vast and
bleak moor surrounding Baskerville Hall, Watson discovers a tic community_including the
family’s long-time servants the Bar es, the Mortimers, WMrifrankland, and ] leton, an

amateur naturalist who lives omythe ith his sister x)me of whom_teceived a consider-
able inheritance from Sir Chaur‘lesx-l owly, Watson'fj imself entang @ ntricate web
of secrets and terror. Can h es discover out Sir C . death’before the same
fate, or worse, befallsSi& 0

{0 G\: A

stealthy and determined stalker soon convig
Holmes sends Watson to accompa
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15. Near the end of Chapter 1, Dr. Mortimer says to Holmes,

“A cast of your skull, sir, until the original is available, would be an ornament to
any anthropological museum. It is not my intention to be fulsome, but I confess
that I covet your skull.”

Many words have several definitions, and it is only by context, looking at the words and state-

ments around a word, that we can figure out the correct defi or that usage. For example,
the following definitions for fulsome are all correct, but on the context in which Dr.
<:§ eb

Mortimer uses it. Write the letter from the correct defin lank above.
a. generous, abundant
b. offensive, disgusting
c. excessively complimentary or flattering
1@ Can%o
Elements of Logical Thinking Q
“I never guess. Itis a g habit—destruetiv the logical faculty:
_'&\ Imes, 7he Sion o (1890) .
1. Sherlock Holmes prize % thinking above , On some N, ercy). The first
three chapters of updsof the Baskervilles in ce several keyw lated to logical
. en Write a shor@graph using the \@ escribe logical thought.
: obmrb ;\O .\Q
. %Sis O\' \&

0\%
e inference t‘ 6
¢ deduction &

Why did you choose the definition u see another definition that might also fit?

® o surmise

* fallacy
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Write a character description (five to seven sentences) describing Sherlock Holmes as he is
characterized in these three chapters. Use at least two examples from the book.

8. What do readers learn about Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Wats their examination and
discussion of Mortimer’s walking stick? What does this 1@ their relationship?

9. Near the end of Chapter 1, Dr. Mor aracterizes hlmself as “an unpractlcal man” and
although to “the man of precisely scientific mind” Holmes
Europe,” he says “as a practlca n of affairs” Holmes
the surrounding paragrap 1 inction is Dr

d rawmg be self and
Monsieur Bertillon and Ho at does being mean’Wh @‘D . Mortimer
come to Holmes if he Q econd hlghe® Europe’ P\\

10. A uently repeat Wcﬁmconsonam pha31s and beauty. The repetition
of conson@ant sounds at. mg of word iteration; the repetition of consonant
sounds in the mi s is called a’zso the repetition of vowel sounds is called
assonance. For the ag passages, repeatcd sounds and then write whether the
sounds are nsonance, o . Some passages may have multiple types of
repetition.

a. “Most modern. A most pracgical, pressing matter, which must be decided within twenty-
four hours.”

b. “But it was not the sight of her body, nor yet was it that of the body of Hugo Baskerville
lying near her, which raised the hair on the heads of these three daredevil roysterers....”

c. “...aman of science shrinks from placing himself in the public position of seeming to
indorse a popular superstition.”

© 2018 Progeny Press 15



11.

12.

Dig Deeper:
13.

14.
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Near the end of Chapter 3, Sherlock Holmes asserts, “The world is full of obvious things which
nobody by any chance ever observes.” What does he mean? What makes observation an impor-
tant element of logical thinking? How can people sharpen their powers of observation?

Sometimes an author will use repezition in a work to draw or emphasize a thought or

action. Near the end of Chapter 3, Holmes asks Watson, hould a man walk on tiptoe
down the alley?” In his explanation to Watson, wha olmes repeat? What is the
author communicating or emphasizing by repeat:gﬁ

lmes, even t mes’ appa ce to Watson’s
- What about Holm you ﬁnd a less than
your ans w1th specific refere ext

@alm 1; Mark 10:41-45; 1 Thessalonians

e scriptures, who deserves admiration from

Dr. Watson admires Sh

admiration has bot
admirable, and 2> S

In real life, whom mlre, and
5:12-15; He —16. Accordif
God’s people?

It can be easy for people (like the Baskervilles) to assume that their own or someone else’s misfor-
tune is punishment from God caused by sin in their life—after all, Exodus 34:5-7 and Romans
1:18 clearly say that God will punish wrongdoers and wickedness. We even see demonstrations
of this in passages such as Judges 2:12—15. However, reading such passages as Ecclesiastes 9:11;
John 9:1-3, 16:33; Romans 5:3—4; 1 Peter 1:6-7, 4:12—13, 19 paints a different picture of
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where suffering comes from and its purpose in our lives. Given these different scriptures, how
should we judge misfortune and trouble in people’s lives, including our own? What assump-
tions should we be making?

9

15. In Chapter 3, Holmes says, “In a modest way I have ted levil, but to take on the Father of
Evil himself would, perhaps, be too ambitious.” In tories, Holmes describes himself as
“the court of last appeal” for those who need assista e Five Orange Pips”), and declares,

e ((“ ture of the Crooked Man”). In what
ways can Holmes” work as a detectived mbatting evil?” In what similar and differ-
ent ways do Christians “take on the Faghef of EV1l in their own lives? Consider Deuteronomy

16:18-20, James 1:27, and Ephesians 6:10—18. \ Q

16. Although scri @ot in ud - s or “scienti Qnodern sense among its
character@ ple do exe powers of QN Read about King Solomon in

King David, t nist, in Psal ¢ Magi in Matthew 2. How do
people dem trate th I powers o ation? What role did their observations

play in théir relatlons :.

“It’s every man’s business to see justice don

Optional Activities

1. Research paper: Dr. Mortimer is a student of phrenology, which “enjoyed great popular appeal
well into the 20th century but has since been wholly discredited by scientific research.”
(www.britannica.com/topic/phrenology). Research and write a 1-2 page essay about
phrenology, addressing: 1) what it was; 2) how further scientific research discredited it; and
3) how the rise and fall of phrenology illustrates the nature of scientific research.
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them. On the other hand, he tells us we need to be discerning about what others will hear from us, and we need to not
listen to false prophets; we can tell them by the fruits of their actions. Clearly there is a paradox here, because on the one
hand Jesus is telling us to not judge others, then he tells us to “not give dogs what is sacred; do not throw your peatls to
pigs,” and calls “false prophets ... ferocious wolves ... [that] bear bad fruit.” That sounds pretty judgmental! Students’
interpretations may vary. The clearest interpretation is that 1) we will be held accountable for the way we treat others
and we will be treated in the same way, and 2) there are things that are clearly right and wrong and we need to be able to
recognize them as such. People who are false prophets and abuse the word of God need to be recognized as such and
dealt with by the Church. Matthew 10:16 offers a clear method of approaching such things. We are told to be “as
shrewd as snakes” (we are to understand and recognize the actions of wolves) But “as innocent as doves” (we are to be
completely innocent of actually acting in those ways). We are to be sheep, but sfiart sheep who do not get eaten by the
wolves around us and possibly sheep who can at times send the wolve without becoming or acting like
wolves ourselves. In relation to Selden, though we see in the previous
poorly, these verses also make clear that we are to use common se
“wolves.” While we show kindness and compassion, we should not w

15. Answers will vary. Watson’s interactions with the Stapletdns

agitated and adamant that he leave, and when Jack affives, ctions between Beryl and Jack also seem strange.

Jack’s greeting to Beryl “was not altogether a cordi @ he | ack and forth from Watson to Beryl and he looks at
edis<‘Quite happy,” she speak

Watson leaves their home, she rushes to intercept himjto ask him to not sa ﬁ
Something seems very off between the Stap s. He seems to not tr

stion that we are not to treat such people

nerable we make ourselves and others to
able people be preyed upon.

from the moment that Beryl arrives. She is

her with “questioning eyes.” When Beryl says s with “no ring of conviction.” After
q g <y ryl say:

ing about their eatlier conversation.

e seems to havefso ing to hide

from him. There is an as yet unexplained t

Chapters 8-10 ¢
r

Vocabulary: \
1. harried: harassed or attac . ation: approval; 3. onerous: troublesome, bu some; 4. choleric: bad tem-
: sion,

pered, irritable; 5. forfeit; ; : i lthy, guilty; 7. perplexi inability to understand;
8. gesticulated: gesture i ed: “intense; shrill, harsh; 11. inscrutable:
e changed ofire ¢
A®

impenetrable, impossi
c-way room an ' western window for several minutes,
cen

Questions:

holding window. T a hat Barrym ing candles to communicate with Selden,
who is hi ther. The signals letBarrymore know that % around and Barrymore needs to take food to
him on the ?

2. Watson sees Sir Henry ¢ gage in close r& satioft, interrupted angrily by Stapleton. He sees Stapleton and
Sir Henry argue, and Beryl le hés€ene with Staple \ wanted to express his feelings for Beryl, but he says
she would not talk ab instead repeated ed him to leave Baskerville Hall and the moor. Stapleton later

% e,” and that losing his sister would be “a blow to him.” He
was developing feelings for Beryl, though Watson had earlier noticed that

claims he was so angry begause Beryl “is everything

said it had not occurred to
Stapleton already seemed to be attempting to thwart their relationship.

4. While pursuing Selden, Sir Henry and Watson hear the same loud, low cry Watson heard in Chapter 7. Sir Henry is
certain it is a hound’s cry and he associates it with the Baskerville family legend.

5. Watson sees the silhouette of a tall, thin man, who he knows is not Selden, standing on a tor. Watson is convinced
finding this man is the key to solving all the mysteries of the investigation: “If I could lay my hands upon that man, then
at last we might find ourselves at the end of all our difficulties.” He seems to believe it may be the man from London.

6. According to Barrymore, “L.L.” wrote a note to Sir Charles asking him to meet her on the night he died. She seems to
be Laura Lyons, Frankland’s daughter, who married an artist who later abandoned her. Stapleton, Sir Charles, and
Mortimer helped her get enough money to start a career as a typist.
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