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Synopsis

Tom Sawyer is one of the most popular protagonist &tory of American litera-
ture. Although Tom resides in a small, ordin® @m bri town, his daring exploits

land him in the center of many thrilling adven &
Tom lives with his Aunt Polly, a @man who dearly loves her nephew

but struggles to control her mischifvo Tom loathes going to school or

church. He would rather spend timeSgumegd in fictio lots or romancing Becky
Thatcher, the new girl in town. Tom envies the l udkleberry F e town
outcast. Huck, homeless and lly an orp whatever h lea s and
doesn’t have to obey anyone.

While testing a Val cure in graveya Huck wit-

ness the brutal mur

guilt when the w

obmson ot and HuclqwRgt!®with feelings of

, WMuff Pot is prosecuted f%ume. However, the
shared ut of f% tion from the guilty
his ¢ 1enc nd the ment he receives at home,
escape fro loomy ex1st% m, his friend Joe Harper, and

Huckleb Finn gun {0 a nearb; is re they decide to become pirates.
The residents of St.

Mississippi Riv
into his own funer

boys initially
party, Injun

g are co the boys must have drowned in the
f consume re village. Tom’s dramatic plan to walk
auses him tg be the focal point of community life.
The normally quiet tovv&)rought to life again during Muff Potter’s murder
hat an innocent man may face the ultimate pun-
ishment for the act and eve makes a significant decision at great personal cost.
Though still worried that Injun Joe may seek revenge, Tom and Huck become
distracted from their concern with a new exploit: they decide to search for buried
treasure. But when an unexpected encounter with Injun Joe reveals a vast treasure, the
two boys set aside their fears and focus their efforts on claiming Injun Joe’s amazing
treasure for themselves.

trial. Tom remains deeply t
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Chapters 16-20

%,

Vocabulary:
For the following vocabulary selections, con51d each word is used in the context
of the sentence. Write a brief definiti m in your own words, then write

down the dictionary definition.

1. “But Tom was uneasy ney, less, and was a see Joe 20 8
with his dressing. Ay as discomfq see Huck eys
preparations so wis

e eepln om1nou9 d
without a parting @ Joe began to towards t

(>
O

Your

Dictionary DeﬁnitiobK

ominous

Your Definition:

Dictionary Definition:
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2. “So Huck made pipes and filled them. These novices had never smoked any-
thing before but cigars made of grape-vine, and they ‘bit’ the tongue, and were
not considered manly, anyway.”

Your Definition:

Dictionary Definition: @

3. “Beyond the light of the fire, everything #vas ywed up in the blackness of
darkness. Presently there came a quiveri at vaguely revealed the
foliage for a moment and then va 'sh@md-by another came, a little

i came sighing through the branches
breath upgagtheir cheeks, and shud-

stronger. Then another. Then
of the forest, and the boys felt
dered with the fancy that the Spi

the Ni ne by.”
Your Definition: \® Q
Dictionary Defing @ Z \O

4. “The villagfrs Bggan to gather ing a mo t1bule to converse
in wh 1 ut the sadley
nary Deﬁ 6\

5. “Aunt Po and the Ha
smothered tMyn with kisses andNagfired out thanksgivings, while poor Huck
stood abashed and unco rtable, not knowmg exactly what to do or where to

hide from so many 1ng eyes.’
Your Definition:

Dictionary Definition:

w themselves upon their restored ones,
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6. “At school the children made so much of him and Joe, and delivered such elo-
quent admiration from their eyes, that the two heroes were not long in becom-
ing insufferably ‘stuck-up.”

Your Definition:

Dictionary Definition: @
7. “Then she sat moody, with wounded pritle Qbell rang. She roused up,
r

now, with a vindictive cast in her eye, a & plaited tails a shake, and
said she knew what she'd do.”

Your Definition: 0
Dictionary Definition: \@

8. j irtation vy @vith jubilfqe @isfaction.
iftifg abPut to find Bec acerate her&\m performance.”

Descriptive Writ1

Twain’s de
sages in the n

iption of the stor apter 17 is one of the most intense pas-

el. Twain gepertly™escribes the gradual approach of the storm,
the storm’s increase in j &ity, the climax of the storm, and the gradual retreat
as the storm diminis@ut ce, however, that in his description, Twain rarely
uses the words “thun ‘lightning,” “wind,” or even “storm.”

Reread this passage noting the words Twain uses in his description. For

each of the elements below, write down a different word or phrase Twain uses
to describe this thing.
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1. Thunder:

2. Lightning:

. %,
: Ca‘;’\b
| NN
@' ’\O
- Q N\
(0 &0‘ O
\\\
Qlll.eSt\l;}I:t seégms to undb\w joy of living on the island?

2. Why does Tom attemeersuade Joe and Huck to remain on the island for a

longer span of time?
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3. What makes Huck feel “abashed and uncomfortable” at the funeral? What does
Tom do when he notices Huck’s discomfort? How does Aunt Polly respond?

4.  What does this small scene tell us about the chara@ of Tom and Aunt Polly?

5. Why does Aunt Polly hesitate b Qin Tom’s jacket for the piece of
bark? How does she respond wfien inds the bark>

Analysis: Q \
6. From what geyTo Joe get greatest pleasure@ experiment
with smokMyg? Why do }@

7. How doéQecky wh@@eet after the funeral? Why?

8. How do Tom and Becky each attempt to make the other feel jealous? Do these
attempts work?

42 © 2001 Progeny Press
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9. What does Alfred Temple do when he realizes that Becky “had simply made a

convenience of him to vent her spite on Tom Sawyer”?

Dig Deeper:
10. What do each of the following verses say‘ct\ usy>

a. Proverbs 27:4— 00

b. 1 Corinthians 3:1 3 Q
c. Galatians 6 0\\

sy is a fee posed to it’s sometimes hard for
control an, how nt®! how we choose to respond
to th feehngs a time you . What caused this feeling?

at was yE?
12. We need to learn to @ize feelings of jealousy as they arise. What are some

proper responses to feelings of jealousy?

© 2001 Progeny Press 43
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13. Tom describes his visit home to Aunt Polly as a dream he'd had while he was on
the island. Though this pleases Aunt Polly, she confronts him later when she
discovers that he had lied about the dream.

His smartness of the morning had seemed to Tom a good joke

before, and very ingenious. It merely 1 mean and shabby
now. He hung his head and could no ythlng to say for
a moment; then he said:

“Auntie, I wish I hadn’t don didn’t think.”

“Oh, child, you never thm never think of anything

but your own selfishness 4

Consider Tom’s actions so far in vel. Is rlght> Does Tom care-
fully weigh the conseque before acting or t on a whigfl, a

Polly says, Wlthout t se example text to su
answer. As you co ea 1ng the n tentlon % makes
decisions, comes lusmns, or de \

<O
» O

For I@wlon Q \
Aunt Polly is r ieve Tomi ells her that he had planned to leave

her a message o bark, and I d her while she slept.

ed about it—but it’s a blessed, blessed lie,
there’s such comfort ope the Lord—I know the Lord will forgive
him because it was suShmgbod-heartedness in him to tell it. . . . It’s a good
lie—it’s a good lie. I won't let it grieve me.”

“Poor boy, I reckon

Aunt Polly declares that if Tom was lying, then it is a “blessed lie” and a “good lie.” Is it
always wrong to lie? Do you think lies can be good? If so, under what circumstances?
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Optional Writing Project:

Write the pastor’s sermon for the boys™ funeral. You may write it either as you feel he
should have given it, or write it as he is described as having given it.
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Dig Deeper:

12. These verses teach that it is important to discipline a child—even using corporal punishment if necessary—in order
to keep him from sin.

13. Answers will vary. Parents are also commanded to raise their children to know what is right. (See, for example,
Proverbs 22:6.) Aunt Polly sees it as her duty to bring Tom up right. If Tom misbehaves, she sees it as her own failing.

14. Answers may vary. Regardless of their biological relationship, Aunt Polly is the person responsible for raising Tom.
Therefore, Tom should obey her as he would a parent.

15. Answers will vary.

16. Answers may vary. This is the first place—but not the last—where Twai s a satirical tone in his novel. He
phafizing their piety. (“. . . the ladies

, and shake their heads, as much as

depicts a congregation preoccupied with appearing pious by humorous
would lift up their hands and let them fall helplessly in their laps, and *
to say, ‘Words cannot express it; it is too beautiful, 700 beautiful 8 thi arth.””) He jokes about the behavior of
the choir. (“There was once a church choir that was not ill-bred, gotten where it was, now.”) He points out
the “queer custom” of the lengthy reading of the church bulletin'Qill ¥yseemed that the list would stretch out to the
i iled prayer, and the entire congregation’s bore-
oy to the congregation.

dom during the sermon. It takes the arrival of a dog # brin,
17. Answers will vary.

18. a. This verse clarifies the value of sacrificial givin s of glorifying d’s holy nature. b. Humility is nec-

essary to truly give honor to God. This passage emphasizes the value of #kno i@ His complete s denty over all
aspects of our lives. c. This verse discusses t for pure motivation as ONg.C efore the Lord.
Chapters 6-10 *

Vocabulary:
3. strelly, odious; , pariah; 5. tepstentation; 6. ekemstly,

i ein pared to the giing ediction.
is bei ared to the size of gbankQotc"
g compared to the turn&igip Wgs of sleigh-runners.

cin@ycompared to lightni
is sentence. %st,

S,

1s compared to storm clouds, and then Mary’s

disposition is being compar t and song,.
8. The attention peo i to Judge Thatcher, gilhis T&ling of importance, is being compared to the sun.
9. The surprise of Tom eing compared t Mpeatance of a thunderbolt out of a clear sky.

gipared to an act of religious devotion. Becky Thatcher is
described as a “sacred presence.” The quiet of ffie scene 1s holy calm.” Candles add to the sacred atmosphere. The maid-
servant’s voice is said to “profane” the calm. Sawyer is described as a “prone martyr.”

11. Aunt Polly’s family worship timgfs D& mpared to the building of a large mountainous structure. Twain
describes the prayer as being “built fro % ound up” and being built with “solid courses” of scripture. The scripture
is wedded together with a “thin mortar W@foriginality, and Aunt Polly is described as delivering her words from “the

summit” of this structure.

Questions:

1. Tom pretends to be sick as a result of a sore toe. When this doesn’t convince his aunt, he tells her that his loose tooth
aches. She solves the problem by pulling the tooth.

2. Tom finds himself preoccupied by thoughts of Becky Thatcher and his attempts to woo her. Later, he and Joe Harper
occupy themselves by playing with a tick.

3. He admits that he was previously engaged to Amy Lawrence.

4. Tom and Huck go to the graveyard to try out Huck’s cure for warts.

5. The three men are graverobbing.
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6. Injun Joe and Muff Potter demand more money from Dr. Robinson for digging up Hoss Williams™ body. Dr.
Robinson refuses. Injun Joe threatens Dr. Robinson, and the doctor strikes him. Muff Potter struggles with the doctor.
When the doctor knocks down Muff Potter, Injun Joe stabs and kills the doctor with Muff Potter’s knife.

7. Though Tom didn’t know it, Sid was awake when he came home. Sid must have told Aunt Polly that Tom was out all
night.

Analysis:

8. Tom envies Huckleberry Finn’s independent lifestyle. Huckleberry does not have to answer to any authority regarding
his behavior. “In a word, everything that goes to make life precious, [Huckleberry Finn] had.”

9. Answers will vary. Huckleberry Finn’s father is a drunkard. He has no famil res for him. He has no home. He
is treated poorly by members of the community. The only clothes he getsge ¢ fs Bind it shows.
10. Answers may vary. Twain is foreshadowing Tom’s “temporary deathZ 1t 9%%ssumed that he has drowned in the

river. (Chapters 14-18.)
11. The mood of Chapter 9 is one of fear and foreboding. Stud
began to crack mysteriously. The stairs creaked faintly.” The “how
“melancholy caterwauling.” The grass and weeds at t
markers were “worm-eaten boards,” that “staggered’
and silence “oppressed” Tom and Huck. The moon

ts will vary. Some suggestions: “Old beams
a W-off dog rose on the night air.” A cat begins a
rank.” The old graves were “sunken in.” The

ind “moaned through the trees.” The solemnity
allid face” of a corpse.

12. Tom and Huck are concerned that if either of the out what they jun Joe would kill them both.

13. It’s easy to understand why Tom and Huck desire to keep this ffter efliselves as a resulg®intense fear.
However, if they keep silent, a murderer wil position to strike again ifhocent man may@@se hisife.

Dig Deeper:

14. Superstition is defined as a belief or pfact lting from ignor: f the unkngwn, @ nagic or chance,
or a false conception of causation.

15. Answers will vary. Some sugg low: Huckleberry 1fks that a dead cat®@y seiN,as a wart remover and
that old Mother Hopkins is says that dippimg yourdwftd in a “spunk-wiRyg st and saying the proper

ts using a b&Q@ to remove warts. Againqghe prier words must be said. Tom
believes that if one bur ¢ S ortnight, all the marbles one
that a witch has interfered. Tom

a stray dog howls near someone,

attempts to_gai . nd Huck believy ch3
then it ie.
16. An . prompt students by stuestifg that there are some things considered to be

17. Like the Blvod oath has ng, genffin stafice, yet for them it is the most serious commit-
ment they can make to onc - ply promisi noygh. ““Oh, no, that wouldnt do for this. That’s good
enough for little rubly [ Sv ¢ writing "bout a big thing like this. And blood.”” As with

the other superstitions, Ah b€ done right to make it binding.
18. These verses comman weight to our promises, but rather to let our words alone

ever lost will be oesn't wogk, b

lav
(o)

be sufficient.
19. The verses from 1 Timothy command us'@, have nothing to do with godless myths, or “old wives’ tales.” We should
neither believe superstitions nor pass gfem Qon@pto others. The passage from Philippians encourages us to concentrate
on those things we know to be true, sht, pure, etc. Paul challenges believers to put into practice anything they
have learned or seen in him.

For Discussion:
20. Some things to consider: Is a specific practice commanded by or supported by scripture? Are people putting their
faith in the practice or object, or are they putting their faith in God?

Chapters 11-15

Vocabulary:

Sentences will vary. Accept sentences that demonstrate understanding of the word. 1. unemotional or stoic; 2. gaunt or
excessively wearied; 3. a wicked figure; 4. inspiring fear or wonder; 5. blatantly disrespectful; 6. stolen; 7. bold or lacking
taste; 8. excessively hungry; 9. ornamental dress; 10. noteworthy or distinguished
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