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Synopsis

A sweeping cholera epidemic leaves her orphaned a %\ a strange country, and
nine-year-old Mary Lennox is sent to live with a e has never met. For Mary,
this is only the beginning of her journey.

Mary lives in India with parents tha o/busy with friends and parties to
spend much time with her. She is y nd a nuisance. Mary grows up with
her Ayah (an Indian nursemaid) w: n her hand and foot, becoming spoiled and
tyrannical.

st where th€ Lenhox fam-
ry is sent nd to live

After the epidemic pass itish officers reac
ily lives to find Mary is th ivor still

with her uncle, Mr. Archi aven, a hu reclus ly living rel-
ative. An accident t arlier took t of his bef& ife, leaving him

lonely and bitter.

When M es at Manor she rtha, a kindly, down-
to-earth serv one of :‘r @ en from 2 *lng farm across the moor.
Mart fne ary in spite Marys thou d tells her about a locked
garde raven had i ut When his Wl& sudden. He won't let no one go

inside.”
From the da ears o garden, she determines to enter it.
Mary’s encoun e garden wi her life, and the lives of others, forever.
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Chapters 10-12

Vocabulary: @
Match the following vocabulary words on the Q\ the correct definition on the

right.
1. __ reverent a. tauntmg
2. ___ industrious b 1ns
3. stlﬂe @
4. age to, ;O
5. ectful
6. dlffere t
7 g. stub
ueer O h smg
ﬂout o ved
%serable
Explain the mea s of the follow1 r 1ned words and phrases.
1. Martha looked rathe back.

2. He’s not half as bad a ooks; even though he seems crabby.

3. The lump in her throat choked her.
4. Mary guavered, “Might I have a bit of earth?”

5. Martha had felt Mary to be a tiresome charge.

© 1993 Progeny Press 25
No copy of this study guide may be resold.



The Secret Garden Study Guide

Questions:

1. What did Dickon bring Mary? Write two or three sentences describing
Dickon’s appearance and personality.

2. Why does Dickon start to cut away the d of the roses?

3. Why does Mary fear ha o meet Mr. Crx is she gladito hear that
he will be going awa e ummer? Widte rt paragra ibing Mr.
TR (DN

%@mvernes Xsnt Mar@vernesy

eO 6\6

When Mr. Craven asks ary wants anything, how does she respond?

..lk

hd

6. What does Mary say about Mr. Craven after she has met him?
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Thinking About the Story:

7. Ben Weatherstaff tells Mary he learned to like roses from a young lady now in
heaven. Who do you think he is talking about?

8. Dickon says, %
seems like some one besides st have been in [the gar-

den] since it was shus ago ... Seems to me as if

there’d been a bit o’ pru done here an @later than ten year’
Has someone been :\@km? Who i ink hasQio gng

ckon o&es five p ;re the five people? Why do
k her llst is soyshort? K

b{b

10. Think about Mary’s &ity and how she is beginning to change. How is
Mary like the gardeO
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Dig Deeper:

Pruning means to cut off needless or undesirable branches or twigs from a vine, tree,
or bush to promote fruitfulness or better growth. Listed below are some reasons
gardeners prune plants:

* To form each plant or tree to a specific shape

 To allow enough light to reach the leaves and

e To get rid of diseased or dead wood.

 To prevent the plant from producing too ruits that would be of poor

quality.
* To regulate the yield from on y

11. The gardener’s purpose in pruning@a tree, b is to impr e plant
and make it healthi V@mld prunln ese effects>

12. Read Q)VCI‘K ; and Gal: QQ2—23 How does “prun-

or

unhe Ith though tter? What fruit should we
in our lives? \

13. It could be said that s a lot of “dead wood” in her life. The dead wood
in Mary includes sel s, crossness, anger, and hate. How is the “dead
wood” slowly being prified from Mary’s life?
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3. He is a kind man. Mary’s heart is warmed toward Mr. Craven. She decides that she will write a thank you letter.

4. Mary began to feel sorry for Colin.

5. Mary tells Colin that there’s not a single lump on his back. He starts to believe her because she is angry, unsympa-
thetic, and insists that he is fine.

Thinking About the Story:

6. Colin calls Mary selfish for going outside instead of coming to visit him. Mary calls Colin selfish for insisting that she
visit. Answers will vary.

Dig Deeper:
7. True friends may tell us things that hurt, but because they are friends they afe telling us these things in order to help
us. Mary’s words to Colin were harsh, but they made Colin calm down, thi out how he was acting, and consider

that perhaps he wasn’t going to die after all. Answers will vary.

8. Colin has become terribly spoiled, afraid, tyrannical, lonely, and ill

9. God has given us the gift of free will. He also provides us the we need. God does, however, discipline us to
keep us from having our own way completely.

Chapters 19-21
Vocabulary:

1. loathed, hated, abhorred; 2. unprincipled, hav scruples, morals; 3. puzzled, confused, bothered; 4. fluently,

glibly, articulate, garrulous; 5. keen, astute; 6. a persompliving in seclu

ment; 8. up to this time; 9. mysterious, eeri ird; 10.a collection o imals; 11. mil

tolerance; 12. scolded, rebuked; 13. gloo gruesome; 14. b , '€sp. one made of twi

fail, weaken, hesitate.

Questions: ¢

1. They are encouraging Colin to about the good and i ngs in the gar .N is that Colin wants
to go outside and see it hims had never wanted to side before.

2. “T am going out in my, oon. If the air agrees with me I go out every day.” None of the gar-

deners were to be arou t word that they could ack to their work. The purpose of

the orders is to keep isi ecret

3. Ben Weathers y % Sle” and had a'c \% and crooked legs. Colin’s pride was
insulted e en Weatherstaff he N Ben began to cry because he cared for
Colin’s 2 “He is happy in is alPright.

4. The auth s Colin “the R herever he is com ing soffieone to do something. She does this so that the
reader can imagine the attittde h Colin is speaki
5. Answers will vary..Colin quickly*f€arned that he coul mand Mary as he could the servants. Colin has no

control over what Ma

er does he have over what is happening in the garden. Colin still commands
the servants like a young

Dig Deeper:

6. Answers will vary.
7. True immortality—eternal life—comfes through a relationship with Jesus.
8. Mary and Dickon have begun bei @ o Colin and encouraging him to think good thoughts. Colin’s determina-

tion to see the garden and live have helpe

Chapters 22-24

Vocabulary:

1. copious; 2. impartially; 3. orator; 4. indifference; 5. dervishes; 6. pluck; 7. solemnity; 8. testily; 9. exultation; 10.
draughts; 11. condescended; 12. fakir; 13. grandeur.

Questions:

1. Mrs. Craven said that if she was ever to become ill or to go away, Ben was to take care of her roses. Ben climbed over
the wall into the garden once a year to tend the roses. Recently his rheumatism prevented him from climbing the wall.
He had not been inside for two years. Answers may vary. Ben is faithful, trustworthy, and dependable.
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