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Synopsis

A day of storm and battle is coming to a close, an @king of Scotland awaits

news of the conflict. A bloody man appears #h that against all odds, the
rebel Macdonwald, the traitor Thane of Cawday, e king of Norway have been
defeated by Duncan’s captains, Macbe %uo. Duncan orders the Thane of
Cawdor executed and tells his men t e title on Macbeth.

Macbeth and Banquo, returni he battle, ¢ upon three witches who
greet Macbeth as thane of Glamis, thalit® of Cawdgr, Qing to be. uo asks

whether they have such cogpli ry greetings ey call himN{Lesser than
Macbeth and greater,” and t at he will f Th vanish.

Not certain wha ‘ of this, nd Ban joined by
ings name an es Macbet f Cawdor. This

Ross, who greets the
itches s#dtement seems to qwa within Macbeth a

news, in fulfillm
long-dead desi th® throne H ing to a thoughts to himself,
he writes to fe of thes %
th has fgwer qualgns than her d goes into near-ecstasy at
taking thew When she & e king is coming to their castle
t Dunggn’se
19§ acbethE stab the king and leave the bloody

daggers with hi s, When t discovered the next morning, Macbeth
: ing that they no longer know who to trust,

and that whoever killed theirqgther may well be after them next, Duncan’s sons
Malcolm and Donalbain flg land and Ireland. Immediately, the lords assume
they were behind the king’s and name Macbeth king.

Not all are convinced of the wisdom of this, however. Banquo is keenly aware
that the king has died in Macbeth’s home shortly after Macbeth heard a prediction
that he will be king. Macduff also doubts the innocence of Macbeth and, though he
does not voice his thoughts, he refuses to attend Macbeth’s coronation.

Now that Macbeth is king, however, he remembers the prediction of the
witches: Banquo’s son will reign, not his. He hires men to kill Banquo and his son
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Fleance, but they acheive only partial success—Fleance escapes. At the banquet held
in his honor that evening, Macbeth sees the ghost of Banquo, and in shouting at it
perhaps reveals more than he intends to the gathered lords. He also begins to fear
Macduff and determines to visit the witches again.
The witches call forth three apparitions, who tell Macbeth that he must beware
Macduff, but “no one of woman born” can harm him, he will never be defeated
@e predictions, Macbeth
ed, rule after him. The

until Birnam Wood comes to Dunsinane. Heartengd
demands to know whether Banquo’s descendents

witches show him a seemingly endless line of E *nding from Banquo. Angry,
Macbeth decides to remove his last avallable ir y kllhng Macduff. As he departs,
however, he is told Macduff has fled t England Now enraged, Macbeth
vows from this point forward to im ed low his ﬁrst impulses, and he vents
his fury by slaughtering everyone h d in Mac castle—Macduff s wife,
children, and servants.

In England, Macd d Malcolm colm is d f him.
As they form a tentative rd arrives laughte&of famlly

Macduff vows vengeany acbeth. H y repo ion against
Macbeth and the o NgpPport and oops dsfm Englands and Macduff
make plans to re tiand and ro@aim the throne.

Things ot been Macb t Macbeth. The rebel-

lions arggaki r toll, and% Deth is rest
and pwalkfg, speaki

mlnd Her gentlewoman
urders and clearly disturbed.

Macbe i thlS way an his whims, alternating between
supreme self-confi e predicti@ns @Wltches and fury that things are not
as he wishes them. th of Lad seems to affect him little beyond a
morose discussi he meaning

Things really¥pegin to fallgpart e alcolms troops advance to Dunsinane and

are joined by the lords of S%nd. When the troops pause at Birnam Wood,
wn and carry branches of the wood to confuse

reports of their numbers. movement of the Wood pours toward Dunsinane,
Macbeth realizes that the predictions he relied on have become a two-edged sword.
Maddened by the desertion of his subjects and faced with an apparent trap, he clings
to, almost revels in, the prediction that no one born of woman can harm him. But in

the end, even this fails Macbeth.

Malcolm orders his men
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Act 1

Vocabulary:
Write the letter of the definition on the rlght i ank next the the word it defines.
_ 1. plight 0 a. relating to the body
___ 2. vantage @ead around
3. curb ess, unequ
__ 4. disburse 1camen
__ 5. inhabitant Q ep051t pl anayment
___ . corpor trivialit
7.

S O mpensation

S & position

S %ﬁpense %ram, repress
__10. peerless 6\% resident, dweller

Scrambled Quotation: Q
The following words are a tion from Act I. See if you can unscramble the quota-

tion. Next to the quotation, write the name of the person speaking and the act and
scene in which it is found.

in no face art There’s the construction to find the mind’s.

© 2000 Progeny Press 11
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General Questions:

1. Who turns the tide of the battle for King Duncan?

2. Who delivers some prophecies to Macbeth aé@, and what are the

prophecies?

3. To whom is Macbeth re in scene iv, W, @s “The Prin®. o
Cumberland! That is n Wthh I own o‘els ”? What
does his stateme \\

n; of Act I, a&MaCbeth @dy planned? Explain their
RO
Analysis: O

5. The opening scene in Macbeth is possibly the strangest opening in all of
Shakespeare’s plays. What tone does it set for play? How does the first scene
affect your expectations for the play?

12 © 2000 Progeny Press
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6. In scene iv, Duncan says of the former Thane of Cawdor, “There’s no art/ To
find the mind’s construction in the face./ He was a gentleman on whom I
built/ An absolute trust.” Immediately after this statement, Macbeth enters.
What is ironic about Macbeth appearing after Duncan says this?

Q)

7. This play makes much of contrastln ral with what is unnatural.
Banquo calls attention to this in the three Weird Sisters:

Banguo What are the
So withered, and so w1ld e r attlr

That look not lik hab1tants ot
And yet are on¥g you> Or ar y
That man

tion? You s derstan
er choppy ﬁn@
lips. You§hould be women
ur beards f@ to interpge
- ‘%
i Lines 400 K\
THeRvicches are .\h xmt they are female, but not

really women e distin x . Find another instance of someone
acting u in Act I an it. Does the unnaturalness appear good

or bad?

© 2000 Progeny Press 13
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Character Study:

8. DPick one or two of the following characters from the play and describe their
qualities, using examples from Act I. What kind of people are they? What are
their strengths and weaknesses?

Macbeth Lady Mac
Duncan aE

9. An aside is when a sentenges@r two is spokenx( rtone by o acter

to the audience or t r Pharacter. It ood that t charac-
ters on stage do noLe 351de Asi e auchen& character

: @ haracter to pr express feel ons, and
only®#aracter to sp 31des or to insti-
aracters? Act | SQ has more asides

‘ onsidegnipfl 1des are, in essence,
ispers kept {fOgn thefTest of the A and considering who is
e asides,%lo this 1mpl@ t character?

Foreshadowing:

10.  Foreshadowing is a lit evice by which the author hints at events to come
later in the play. At the end of scene i, the three witches chant together “Fair is
foul, and foul is fair.” As you look at Act I, what are the witches foreshadowing?
What do you think this foreshadows for the rest of the play?

14 © 2000 Progeny Press
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11. The pacing of Macbeth is rapid-fire—there are many drastic scene changes, and
events move very quickly. How do you think this rapid change of circum-
stances affects Macbeth’s ability to sort through events and come to decisions?
Consider Proverbs 19:2.

e is thinking. In Lady Macbeth’s
eaknesses” does she say Macbeth
ady Macbegh refers when she says

t w1th0K ess shoulc@ it”?
\ 6@» . \O
13. When do e ;ust congi urdering the ki@at does this tell us
about % ? & 00
14.  Contrast ic device in @ ferent things are held up in opposition

to each otheFor example, a r tting may be contrasted with, or held up
as an opposing image to,ﬁlorban setting. An author may also create stylistic
contrast by using long®alyd Short sentences or short-worded, staccato passages
next to longer, morassages.

Explain the contrast in scene vi between Duncan’s and Banquo’s descrip-
tion of the castle and the plans being laid within the castle, or the contrast
between Duncan’s statements to Lady Macbeth and her plans for him.

vide background information or expr
soliloquy at the start of scene v4fro
suffers? To what “illness” do y
Macbeth is “not without ambitiof#®

L 2
12. A solilogquy is a speech a character makes @ on stage, generally to pro-
ﬁ wx

© 2000 Progeny Press 15
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Dig Deeper:

15.

16.

17.

18.

Read 1 Samuel 26. What is Abishai’s reaction to David’s opportunity in the
camp? Does David see it the same way as Abishai? How do their reactions com-
pare to Macbeth’s and Lady Macbeth’s ideas about Duncan visiting their castle?

66

To how many people does Macbeth c% thoughts, desires, and plans?

From how many people does h Do you think this affects his plans
at the end of Act I? Read Provdbs 2:15, 19:20, 20:18. How might
these verses have affected Macb ions? How ou use these verses in

your life? \ Q
9’0 O

Toward th f scene ii, cbeth ac Ql of unmanliness.

Com Macbeth& n of manl? the definition found in

rov: b nd 4

In his soliloqu¥ at the begj nlng scene vii, Macbeth reviews his reasons
against murdering D ummarize this soliloquy. What does this reveal
about Macbeth? b

16 © 2000 Progeny Press
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19. Read Galatians 5:7-8 and Colossians 2:6-8. How do these verses relate to what
Macbeth is doing in this Act? Why do you think it is so easy for people to dis-
card what they know is right? How can you avoid this?

Extra Activities: Xb

* In Act], scene iii, Banquo warn Q entimes, to win us to our harm,/
The instruments of darkness tellffus t in us w1th honest trifles, to betray ’s/
In deepest consequence.” Write Qone-phlge essay d g the meaning of these
statements and how they explain and warn ag p tion.

and and @e— or twc’ ad
in¢ whether S rote a

drticularly agpeal tasfhe king or t events in his

* Research King Jame
rizing James’ life.
Act I of Mac
life.

. Q olor or dra Qed penc1l ici8pof Macbeth’s castle at
drawmg iratioff from the gptidhs of Duncan and Banquo
ctl, scen %
 Haveo t out a porfg \ f the dialogue between Macbeth and

Lady Mac in Act I, scene e how voice, tone, and pacing must
change to depict the chagfCter and communicate him or her to the audience. If

possible, have severab do this exercise. Other scenes may be chosen.

e Have two students act out the above dialogue or another, each taking the part
of a character. Then have the students act out the same scene but exchange
characters.

© 2000 Progeny Press 17
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with mankind,” and “eat each other.” Answers will vary. In each case, a “lesser” thing has risen over a “greater” thing.
For example darkness has conquered the sun, a small owl has killed a great falcon, and well-trained horses now fight
against people. These could all be metaphors for the lesser Macbeth killing King Duncan. The horses eating each other
could also refer to the later events of Macbeth killing fellow thanes and the general distrust that grows between the
thanes of Scotland.

20. Answers will vary. Regret can occur for a number of reasons: believing an action is wrong, finding events do not turn
out as planned, wishing circumstances were different. Repentance recognizes that something was wrong and that correc-
tion has to take place. The original meaning of the word was to turn around and go the other direction.

Act IIT

Vocabulary:

1. indestructible; 2. supreme; 3. numerous; 4. correction; 5. evil; @hon & ; 8. merriment; 9. nature; 10. holy
Scrambled Quotation:

Naught’s had, all’s spent, where our desire is got without content. acbeth, Act II1, scene ii.

General Questions:

1. Answers will vary. It appears that the two will be er, but neither trusts the other anymore. Note that

Macbeth keeps asking one more question about w ill be doing that day and Banquo is careful to answer

without any detail.
2. Macbeth hires some desperate peasants to kill Banquo

Fleance.
3. He tells the peasant men that he could @ly deal with BanqucNlee it would deqoy thiyloyalty of
),

mutual friends and subjects. If his caufgwa > thils would not be s
4. Fleance’s escape is significant because live to fulfill the Wi ophecy to Banq
5. Macbeth sees the dead Banquo sj s chair.
Analysis: \
6. Macbeth murdered Dunc the crown begause of rophecy of the tijge . Now, however, he is
angry that all that he “sa e given over@d Banquo’s descendants in, 3grophesied by the witches'—
and he determines to ¢ eah. He is willing,to hen it is in his favor, but he
challenges fate wh
7. The quotation (o ly for Banquo’sggon! sold my eternal soul to the devil.”
“If there could be % ces to the assassination in this life, I
i ife. re\Qancertted about his legacy than he was in Act I,
1 thé®emporary crown of king. He now wishes that

18%0ul more highly, but already counting it as lost.
8. The men initially believ ss and degradation, but Macbeth convinces them

Banquo was at fault. ¢ s behind their downfall, if correct (and Macbeth cer-

21:1-15.
e of all their hardships. Then he taunts them about their patience, “Do
ture/ That you can let this go? Are you so gospeled/ To pray for this

an example of this type of befavior, see 1 Ki
9. First he tells them that Banquo was the ¢
you find/ Your patience so predomina u
good man and for his issue,/ Whose d hath bowed you to the grave/ And beggared you forever?” In essence,
Macbeth calls them “goody-two-shoes’ uestions their willingness to act. When they respond, “We are men, my
liege,” Macbeth challenges their manhood: “Ay, in the catalogue you go for men,/ As hounds and greyhounds, mongrels,
spaniels, curs,/ Shoughs, water-rugs, and demi-wolves are clept/ All by the name of dogs. . . . And so of men./ Now, if
you have a station in the file,/ Not i’ th” worst of rank of manhood, say ’t,/ And I will put that business in your bosoms.”
In other words, “You are men like all breeds of dog are dog, but if you’re not of the weakest, lowest form of man say so
and I'll give you this job to do.” This seems to be the same sort of argument that Lady Macbeth used on him, and it
works on these peasants also.

10. Answers may vary. 1) Lady Macbeth: devises the plan to kill Duncan (Act I, scene vii); Macbeth: devises the plan to
kill Banquo and Fleance (Act III, scene i). 2) Macbeth wanted to enjoy his new-found favor with the king, “He hath
honored me of late, and I have bought/ Golden opinions from all sorts of people,/ Which would be worn now in their

58 © 2000 Progeny Press
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newest gloss” (Act I, scene vii); Lady Macbeth wishes to enjoy, as far as possible, their new position, “Things without all
remedy should be without regard,” “Be bright and jovial/ Among your guests tonight” (Act III scene ii). 3) Lady
Macbeth says she will take care of things and tells Macbeth not to worry: “you shall put/ This night’s great business into
my dispatch. . . Leave all the rest to me” (Act I, scene v); Macbeth says he is taking care of things and she need not
worry: “Be innocent of the knowledge, dearest chuck,/ Till thou applaud the deed” (Act I1I, scene ii). 4) Lady Macbeth:
“Look like th’” innocent flower,/ But be the serpent under ’t” (Act I, scene v); Macbeth: “And make our faces vizards to
our hearts,/ Disguising what they are” (Act III, scene ii).

11. Answers will vary. It seems to bode ill for Macduff that Macbeth’s attention suddenly focuses on him at this point.
Macbeth seems distracted and disturbed in his thoughts; they jump from bloo antastic scenes to wondering about
the time, then turn to Macduff. He also mentions that he has spies in eWgyo oulle, and that he is in blood so deep
he might as well continue.

ing strangely, Lady Macbeth pulls him
aside and demands, “Are you a man?” and then she repeats it agaig s y at, quite unmanned in folly?” She seems

in Act I, instead answering, “Ay, and a bold one, that n thi% Which might appall the devil.” Perhaps because
of what they have been through, perhaps because h 1 g an enemy and he is a warrior, he does not back
down or equivocate. He seems little affected by L. ’s taunt. Perhaps her taunt sounds paltry next to what
Macbeth has done and next to the image of the g e ghost, Macb llenges, “What man dare, I dare,”

echoing his statement to Lady Macbeth in Act I, scene viI,” 1 dare do alfghat me a man. Wh

is none.” He admits that he trembles before @t, but he also now seerfiyro what he is cap

s [do] more

13. Answers will vary. The scene dod§littl thf play, adds no re on, and does nq
acbeth, and the §htj e is writtengn rh @

d the unnamed lor ofjopen or direct ab. Nouts and disdain for
that they no langer beligg® that Malcolm, alBain, or Fleance killed their
hem. There are a numbergef exafples. Lennox is sarcastic in a

rthythm of the lines differs from most di extent of which

was unusual for Shakespeare.

14. Answers may vary. Though I'8
Macbeth, it is clear from th
fathers or that they woul

leance killed,/ For Fleance

fled. Men must no . The oth€F log % cl€ar people bn g s as they had been before Macbeth,
“That, by the helf{o with Him abo oQatifythe work), we 5 ve to our tables meat, sleep to our
sts and ba ts bloodg knives,/ Do faithfylfhon¥ge,

ue
'XWS becauseghey @ i
ophefles, and both hagg 0
jection of evil, we see y

16. These verses warn us a@gut seeking revenge on o
repay hate with love, persecution with blessin@®We are t0 love and nurture each other and live at peace with everyone, as
far as we are able.

Dig Deeper:
15. Banquo

positions in the kingdom, are the heroes of the
opening battles, are both ¢ t how to respond to the prophecies. By observing
Banquo’s struggle agai nd

his decent into evil.

acbeth’s unwillingness to restrain his ambition and

act to injustice with anger, we should understand when other people

er people. We cannot erase past injustice, but we can show them the love
Qldfreat them as compassionately as we would want to be treated.

18. Answers will vary. Macbeth is saying, “Everything I have is worthless unless I know I can’t lose it.” Lady Macbeth is
saying, “We don’t have anything yet because none of it is solid or secure. It’s safer to be a victim than to be a destroyer
who can’t hold onto what she gets.” Macbeth and his wife are not happy because they are afraid of losing everything.
The verses from Proverbs reinforce what they are saying—ill-gotten gain consumes you and can disappear quickly.

19. Answers will vary.

Act IV
Vocabulary:
1.d;2.553.a54. ks 5.¢;6.b;7.h; 8.j;9. 1, 10. g; 11. £ 12. ¢
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