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Synopsis

Peasants in medieval England had few rights. They were,depéndent on the lord of the
manor and any kindness he may choose to show ¥6r all their earthly needs. John
Aycliffe, steward of Lord Furnival’s manor in Stromferd Village, is unusually harsh to
one such vassal, Asta, and her son. At her dedth, fief even a wooden casket is provided
for the lonely woman. Swiftly, John Ag€liffe akes the impossible demand of claiming
the family ox, to pay the “death tax™fromt the orphan, known only as “Asta’s son.”

Father Quinel, priest, confessor,"and only friendftosthe boy, performs the burial
service and invites Asta’s son tosffieet him at church te pray. However, out ofigrief for
his lost mother and fear of'theisteward, Asta’s sgh chooses to run. PivineWProvidence
places him deep in the weeds late at night, wherd he overhears agstrange’ conversation
between the steward and, a stranger. When“the steward sees “Astasyson, he pulls his
sword and gives chase. When he retugs to the village the next day he finds himself
accused of theft 4ad wigh a sentencesofideath upon hims=making him a “wolf’s head,”
to be killed #n sighe by any Whoidesire the reward® The frightened boy seeks out
FathergQuinel @nd in a midnight egnversation disdovets his true name—Crispin. He is
given ‘aw€ross of lead, the @nly valued possessionof his mother. Father Quinel also
reveals tHae’Crispin’s méther, ASta, could péad _and*write—accomplishments unheard
of among lowly serfSy Atmed with only these scant bits of knowledge, Crispin hurries
out into the night"andsthe world, alog€, defeénseless, and pursued.

Hunted by all who know him,"Crispin flees through the forest. While hiding in
a deserted village, Crispin stumbles upon a huge man in a strange costume who tricks
Crispin into becoming his p6fd Servant. Having little choice but to comply, Crispin
joins Bear, a travelling juggler and entertainer. Though hard and exacting, Bear is also
fair and kind. As they travel from village to village, Bear and Crispin learn more about
each other as Crispin learns to play the flute and juggle. Together, the pair attempts to
keep Crispin alive as they make their way to the capital of Great Wexly, where each has
his life changed by unexpected events and the currents of history.

Crispin’s curiosity and Bear’s daring make for edge-of-the-seat suspense while
transporting contemporary readers back to times that are even more precarious than
the 21st century.
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Crispin: The Cross of Lead, Avi’s first Newbery Award Winner, is a story of shun-
ning, isolation, danger, bravery, and survival. It is an adventure story that demon-
strates the values of patience, loyalty, and sacrifice. Readers witness the hardship of life
in medieval times and the friendship between a caring adult and a courageous child,
characters that they will remember long after the last page of the book is turned.
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5. Why does Crispin feel that God has abandoned him?

6. Why does Crispin wish he'd get caught?

9

ally revive and give determina-

Thinking About the St\@ ®\ OQ
8. Alliteration is a li evice that re@e begmmn& ound of words
for affect. I s, the aut&wﬂl so repeat EhlsS in or at the end

of others wor r even morese asis. In each g

7. In what way does seeing the hanging corps
tion back to Crispin?

ples below, under-
line ¢ that repes noting how % ence structure helps paint

e readers . The first is & you.
the third mo of my escape to the woollike world of misty

c. Solid sh&es were soft as rog

d. AsI pressed on throu the boundless mist, my damp feet sucking soggy
soil, the road we nclme

9. Write a sentence of your own using alliteration. Try to create a mood of gloom,
joy, anticipation, fear, or some other specific feeling.
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10.  Foreshadowing is a technique authors use to prepare us for changes coming in
the book or lives of the main characters. When Father Quinel warns Crispin,
“Speak low, there’s always a Judas lurking,” what does this foreshadow for

Father Quinel and Crispin?
' t;e said over and over as if

er late than never.” At the end
¢’ll explain tomorrow, and then

11.  Platitudes are commonplace remarks that ‘
they are important. One example o
of Chapter 8, Father Quinel te a
he states a platitude. What p he say? Do platitudes seem to actually

comfort people in distress? Canyou thlnk of an@latltude yo&ar@
Q . éb O
Dig Deep @ 0
12. d of Chapte&v in says h at if he is killed without
f sacre es, hewill drop 11. Read John 3:16—18, Romans

, and E 4 9. \Wh erses say lead to heaven or eter-

nal life?

13. Throughout these chQ, Crispin feels abandoned by all who knew him,

everything he has ever trusted. He even fears God may abandon him. Reread
Romans 8:35, 38, 39, and read Hebrews 13:5 and the end of Matthew 28:20.
What do these verses tell us about God abandoning us?
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14. Crispin clearly feared God and God’s anger and judgment, but he also recog-
nized that God was merciful and loving. Read Psalms 111:10. What does this
verse tell us about fearing God? Just as Crispin feared the Lord and followed
him to the best of his abilities, what are two practical ways you can follow the

Lord’s precepts (his teachings)?

What does it mean to “claim san church at the time this story is set in

England? @ Q
@Q &éb P
‘\O N
A

6\6

History Connections:
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Chapters 16-24

Vocabulary:

1. evasively 2. garbed, 3. lamenting, 4. cur, 5. wily, 6. beguiled, 7. prudence, 8. putrid, 9. raucously, 10. jest, 11. wend,
12. shrewd, 13. servile, 14. tyranny, 15. loathing

Questions:

1. a. Just as wheat has to go through planting, sprouting, and growing to grow to a strong plant, so trust for a new friend
takes time and experience to develop. Both take time and cultivation. (Note: At the time they lived, a reference to farm-
ing and harvest was easily understood because many people grew their own food.) b. Bear had been speaking of Lord

2. Bear’s father enrolled him in a Benedictine abbey at age 12 and aband "Bear lived there for seven years and
then, just before he was to take his final vows, he met and joined a f Imummers (actors/entertainers). He was
attracted by their laughter.

3. Bear could be speaking of physical or emotional freedom. If Cri sehis sad face and become a part of Bear’s jug-
gling act, he will have a better chance of moving from town icéd and thus escape his pursuers. More likely,
however, Bear is referring to having a free spirit or mis i s with his grief and fear and no longer allows it to
control him, he can be free of depression, lonelines dne

4. Bear cannot be hung because he is able to read: aw states that if you read, you are treated as a priest, and

priests cannot be hung.

Thinking About the Story:

5. Bear seemed to feel that much of the rit ired by the church.e was unnecessary. He'was not'Saying that

repentance was not needed, but rather‘that the most important “cfoss belief is what @ ac®in your heart.
c yers,

Though Bear tells Crispin his pray: e useless, it appear eferring to rote, n®mo not personal,
heart-felt prayers. \
6. Answers will vary. Accept reason as. Bear’s “treasonous ents and sentiment§jabout tyranny are a clue.
7. Bear compares mirth, coin, saying,that being happy and bringing joy, causes a person to be accepted
if he was paying hi r the price of entrance.
u

e ed, fearful, ; imself, and dirty, yet he prays
foes not seem®g b %5 1t instead has a poor self-image after

wherever he goes, just
8. Answers will var

o

constantly, is kind{to nd loved his

years of ated and told he is worthless, without even a

Dig Deeper:

9. Answe . When Crispin tured by Bear, Bear s d brusque and maybe even cruel. The fact that
he tricked and forced CriSp me his servan eem devious and untrustworthy. In the follow-
ing chapters, however, Bearibegi % pear less threatenin n at first, even teaching Crispin to sing and juggle, and
he begins to give Crispin chot ing no one else hasieveidone. Accept reasonable answers.

10. In Romans, God ork for the goog se who love him. [Note that God does not promise all things

was sold as a slave and put into prison, but God used those
things to put him into position to speak togPharaoh, save Egypt, and eventually save his own family. God worked in
Joseph’s life for his good and the good of hisfamily, even though parts of it seemed as if things were terrible. Crispin was
alone, hunted, starving, and praying p When Bear caught him, and Bear is now feeding, guiding, and teaching
Crispin. God could be using Bear to ispin and even get him where Crispin wants to go.

11. Romans 8:35, 38, 39; Hebrews 13: d the end of Matthew 28:20, from question #13 of the last section. These
verses assure us that nothing can separate us from God, he will never forsake us, and Jesus will be with us to the end.

12. In Philippians we are told to rejoice in the Lord always, and 1 Thessalonians teaches us to be joyful always. Note that
both verses tell us to always be joyful. The scriptures describe what seems to be Bear’s ideas about life, although he can
get angry, too. Personal answers will vary, but the 1 Thessalonians passage tells us to pray and give thanks, as do the verses
immediately after Philippians 4:4. It seems prayer and being thankful are part of, and lead to, rejoicing or joy.

Optional Activities:

1. Saint Crispin was a Roman noble who evangelized in Gaul in the middle of the third century with his twin brother,
Crispian, preaching by day and making shoes at night. He was martyred under emperor Maximian Herculeus, and is the
patron saint of cobblers, glove makers, lace makers, saddlers, weavers, and others.
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