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Synopsis

Early one spring morning, Fern Arable notices her f: ang out to the hoghouse

with an ax. Her mother informs her that some pigs en born the previous night,
but that one of the pigs is a runt. “It’s very smz @ weak, and it will never amount
to anything. So your father has decided to y=with it.”

Outraged at what she sees as stice, Fern pleads with her father not
to kill the pig. Her father agrees, p d that Fern ralse the pig herself. Fern names
the pig Wilbur, and spends many happyhours cari

When Wilbur is five wi d he is sold to ncle, Hom erman.
Wilbur goes to live in Mr. ns bam, oes to VIS arly every
day. @

Wilbur quickl to his new hf%e barn cell on experiences a

ur meets{Charlotte, a spider whe [ives in the doorway

over his pen. Chaglotteysays that s ill"be Wilburys friend \¥ilbur is excited to have

is alarm lotte’s habit 6 @ ping insects and drinking
their blood. otte’s kindness good natu ]\) er Wilbur, and they become
fast friemds. Kﬁ

r’s ha in@s rt—liveckw% rns that Mr. Zuckerman plans to
kill him at Christmast Turn y x ked bacon and ham,” the old sheep
tells him. Wilb s nearly hy the news, but Charlotte hatches a clever

a new frien

plan to save Wilb

The story of Charlotte’s effort to save Wilbur’s life is a lesson in selfless love that
demonstrates the beauty of, dship and sacrifice.
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5. How is Charlotte saved?

Thinking About the Story: %

6. When Wilbur asks Charlotte how he mighe
him, Charlotte gives Wilbur the followin @

think of a plan to save
e:

“Well,” replied Charl @st try to build yourself up. I
want you to get plen eep, and stog@mying. Never hurry

and never worry! Chew your food thero

nd eat everygbit of
it, except you m ve just enou pleton. Gaifitweight
and stay Well e way you - Keep fit, a@w lose

your nerve.

Read the in‘each of th t ges below For Qage, write down the

advice the pass ite dOW‘l iece of advice that
rl es to Wllb

tthew 6:2

\g\
6\%

b. Joshua

c. Proverbs 22:9
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17. Read James 3:2-10. Words can either hurt others or encourage them. It is
important that we learn to watch what we say. Write down what guidance is
given in each of the following proverbs.

a. Proverbs 12:18:

o,
%,
oD

%,
R RS
«éb O

b. Proverbs 15:1

Proverbs 17:27

o

t en Fern ela the animals can talk.
ile ow that ani ot talk li do, they do communicate
r means. If wve ets, you ice’certain behaviors that your
communicate ething. For example, a cat might com-

atlhigh or purring. A dog might show sub-

cadhlOwW.

p to attem@
yrite a “vocabulary” for them explaining

what you think their vari@us sounds or behaviors might mean. (For example,

you might note that 6 g stands at the door and barks, it means “let me

out!”)
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Overview
Story Structure:
1. The animals must find a way to keep Wilbur from being butchered at Christmastime.

2. The climax of the story occurs at the fair when the families hear the announcement of a special award for Wilbur.
Students may also notice a second, lesser climax as Wilbur frantically attempts to get Templeton to retrieve Charlotte’s
egg sac before they leave the fair.

3. The resolution of the story occurs when Wilbur wins the special medal at the fair, and his survival is assured. He goes
home to live in the barn, taking Charlotte’s egg sac with him.

Character Study:

4. Answers may vary. Accept reasonable responses. Quiet: Fern. She sits quietl
her. Talkative: The Goose. She has a repetitive way of talking. Selfish: Te
also benefits from it. Selfless: Charlotte. She did all she could to save sem¢

e animals and they come to trust
.‘He does nothing for anyone unless he
se’s life.
at the barn sitting near the animals. By the
e animals. Charlotte: No. She remains the
ngth. Wilbur: Yes. At the beginning of the
and fear. By the end of the story he has shown
daughters in friendship. Templeton: No. He is still the

same warm, friendly, selfless individual throughout the sto
story he is young, somewhat timid, and prone to fee
selflessness, leadership, and the ability to reach o
same greedy character at the end of the story as he

he beginning
6. Answers will vary.
Theme:
7. Wilbur thought it was cruel the C rapped insects in hepwebyand drank their blood.
d ou

Wilbur’s opinion changed because she herself to be a true friiend/t her worgs an(
8. We must be the servants of all. et Wilbur get al pr Q or what she did4Sh
put Wilbur’s needs before her owai b ng to the fair with she could have

sac there.
Cycles of Life:
9. The story begins in spring.

e year of time pas
10. At the beginni t we read about ’s birth and also the young goslings. Near the end of
the story, we witngss eath of Charlott A4
11. At t of t ry we read that the goose 1s sitting on nine M at “every morning there was another
i epfold,” but moStimportantlyy Charlotte’s .
s “Salutations.” elps reinforce the co% le, because “Salutations” was also Charlotte’s

d numbered ou cN s how long we will live) before we were even born. b.
ot s

but will live eternally. c. This passage tells us that we
be raised up to life again.

may vary.

save his life. She

the'barn to make her egg

This passage tells us

have victory over death use of Jesus, and the dea
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