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Synopsis

The Cay, by Theodore Taylor, follows the story ofsPhillipsEnright, an 11-year-old
American boy living in Curagao with his parents d e start of the Second World
War. When German submarines begin torpedoing 6il transport ships near the island,
Phillip’s mother decides she and Phillip will

Unfortunately, their boat is : *d/Before it leaves the Caribbean, and
Phillip is stranded on a raft with deckhand named Timothy. Before long,

Phillip goes blind from an injury suffered durin t@wreck and must rely on
Timothy, a man Phillip has be ht to dlstrustx e is black. %

When the pair ﬁnd 1 Jisland to w eir rescue, earns that

what is on a man’s inside Q more lmp% the COK\

G\O \g\
6\%

© 2009 Progeny Press 7



The Cay Study Guide

Chapters 18 & 19

Vocabulary: @%

Part One:

Use the context clues in the following senten etermine the meanings of the
t

underlined words. Compare your definitio ictionary definitions.

1. Iknew how the breeze soun en it crossed the sea grape. It fluttered the

small leaves.
Meaning: Q
Dictionary Definit @ \\O

2. The smo d ise rom 1n a fat black co o lead the planes up

the D
%ﬂry Deﬁ %\
3. It began crackle as es got to the natural oil in the branches.
Meaning:
Dictionary Defi mtzo

4. Worse, I knew that the smoke might have blotted out the lines of rocks that
spelled help.

Meaning:

Dictionary Definition:
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10. badgering
Definition:

Sentence:

11. priority
Definition:

Sentence: Q

Questions:

1. How has Phillip learned mpe sate for Q

2. What hap@?ume Phillip hears an alrplangs chapters?
@ you thm says he fe 6%“6 in sobbing in Chapter 18?

4. What does Phillip ﬁgur ut about the signal smoke and how does he fix the

problem?

5. List three things about Phillip that surprise the rescuers.
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6. Why do you think the rescuers want Phillip to see a doctor? Why is Phillip sur-
prised that they want him to see a doctor?

7. How is life different for Phillip when he returns to/Willemstad—how have his
relationships with the people changed?

8. Phillip says he will someday Q @o ;md the island. Why do you think

he wants to do this? Q
\‘5 fb \\o

Thinking About
9. When Phi rst rescued, %the captain hlS story. Why does
Phllh e Captal& ully bethe ry?
10. In Chapt 1lhp tries to story to his parents:

I tried to tell them about Tlrnothy and the cay. But it was very

difficult. They l f course, but I had the feeling that neither

of them really u ood what had happened on our cay.

Do you think it is the events that had happened to him that Phillip’s parents do
not understand or the changes that have occurred inside of him? Why might
they not understand?
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11. How has Phillip’s mother changed since he saw her last?

9

12. In Chapter 18, after each airplane leaves, Phi @1‘8 to despair. Read 1 Kings
19:1-10. In two or three sentences, expl t has happened to Elijah and

what he is feeling. How are Phillip’s ar to Elijah’s feelings?

Dig Deeper:

13.

at does Go g @ah abouO people,
14. @Phllhps ex ce after the sec&&m leaves similar to Elijah’s?
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Answer Key

Chapters 1 & 2
Vocabulary:
Part One:

1. eager to learn or know about something; 2. agitated or stirred; 3. uneasy or fearful; 4. lacking courage; 5. trembled,
shaken with a slight rapid motion

Part Two:

6.¢;7.¢8.d;9.a;10. b

Questions:

1. German submarines bombed Aruba, Curagao’s sister island.

2. No. He is too excited and wants to see the enemy U-boat
everything else on the island.

3. No, he thinks it will be up to the United State
and her navy was scattered.

ine a torpedo could pick him to hit out of

ice yard and ho Virginia; she
close to so manyiblack people.
eriousness of t and is beginning to

5 Any of the following are acceptable: She was homesm kifor Virginia;
didn’t feel safe in Curagao; she hated the s 11 and gas; she didn’t hk
6. That even though he says he is not glnnmg to und,

feel some fear about his situation. ®

7. They were afraid they would ge locd by the German ded a navales

8. He calls his mother a coward, but sn't change her min ks he might hid izes the island is too small
and that it would just cause hj ste trouble. He tries to spe hlS father, but refuses t gainst his mother.

Thinking About the Story:

9. The first sentence o

ess of the sea, the German sub-

marines arrived i of the nig is comparing Ge bmarines to “silent, hungry sharks.”
Answers ery is very stri id. Immediatel ense.thie danger and potential danger hidden
in the b exciting.

10. Phil 1gh s the narrator of Cay. He is a first-perso

11. Answers ary. Advantag c learn more a lip feels. We get to know exactly what he is

oes and it can make us feel a part of the story. We
ether Phillip is telling us the truth about everything,
t is going on or what he is telling us. We only know what

thinking. It keeps the sto
can identify with the narrat
especially his feeling
Phillip knows and see
12. The Cayis set in 1942,
13. Answers will vary. Mr. Enright: patient
work; he is patient with Phillip’s mother
ships not moving in and out of the is % en when the fresh supplies were getting low; he is willing to work on the
ells Phillip the truth; understanding—he understands why people are afraid and
why sailors will not go with the ships. Mrs. Enright: fearful—she often worries about Phillip’s safety; she wants to leave
the island as soon as possible when the Germans are close; she is afraid to fly; angry—similar to fearful in some of the
examples, she gets angry when she is afraid; impatient—she doesn’t want Phillip to ask questions; bigoted or racist—she
doesn’t like being around black people; manipulative—when Phillip or his father talk about staying on Curagao, she says
they don’t love her.
14. Phillip’s opinion of the war changes when he sees the Germans blow up the Empire Tern right after he and his father
had watched it refuel and leave. Answers may vary, but should have an awareness that Phillip had just been on the ship
with all its men, so he was very aware of the fact that people were killed and who those people were. Death became real
to him, not abstract.
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ring World War 11, in ibbean.
e answers all of Phillip’s questions, even when he is tired after a long day of
ries to get them all to leave together; calm—he is not anxious about the

ships; does not want to leave; honest
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